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[ R. Rulhiere Was at Petersbu - © 2 
% * ＋ during the events which sea EE 2 
Catharine II. on the throne Ahr 
of them at the f "> 

80 citation. of the Countess d | | 
r to the Mareschal de Ric | by 4 


whom | he had accompanied inet 
government, in quality of gentleman bots 
attendant. Soon after his return to, 

Paris, his manuscript, v. which he had "oY 
read aloud in various companies,  ac- | 
_ qured some reputation. The events — 
we had * . Nee in Russia were = : 
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1306 dem bis own way. The Court, 

. having an interest in being made ac- 
quainted with a circumstantial detail, 
whack could be depended upon, of the 
Which had placed Catharine 
on the throne of her — ikewise bs 
wiſhed to hear them read; © | 

It was not long before the aged | 
Sor intelligence of this; she gave or- 
ders to her agents at Paris to empley 
all means possible to procure the sup 
ressiom of this Work; they tempted 
the Author with very cofisiderable pe- 
en; offers, Which were refused. 
Failing of success they tried to 
emplo 5 the strong hand of authority. 
Application was made, for this pur- 

PL to tie Duke d Aiguillon, 3 at at that 
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lieutenant of police, sent for Mr, Rul- 
| hiere; he informed him that he had 


received orders to demand his manu- 
eript; and thought to intimidate him 
into compliance by threatening him 


With the Bastille. But he who had 5 


resisted corruption Was proof against 
menaces also. He replied to the Lieu- 
tenant de Police, that they might send 
him to the Bastille, nay force his ma- 


nuscript from him, but that it would 


prove labour lost, because it was en · 
graven on the table of his memory. 
These threats produced uk 
Monsieur, the King's brother, having 
been informed of the affair, took the 
Authar under his protection, appointed | 
bim his principal secretary, and nat 
yo aſter procured for him tho place ; 
ee Np 2 of 


5 5 = K iv ) 
of isdn aper of Gag affairs, 
with orders to write the history of the 
troubles in Poland, and permission to 
search for what materials he might 
Stand in need of, in the office for fo- 
| reign-dffairs. Ny the Duke de Chei- 
seul sent him to reaides some time: a 
n 
The agents of the — ert 
- their importunities: they went 80 far 
as to offer him thirty thousand livres, 
= if he would but suppress a few touches, 5 
the publication of which might be in- 8 
m_ to EIN - | 8 sove- 
| . on OA * of e that the 
work should not be l . the 
life of the Empress. . 
de Montmorin, o pid 4 of . 
„ * Aen. 
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NMI Rulhiere, in 1791, 4 his 
brother to wait on M. Grim, the Em- 
press s confidential envoy at Paris, with 
an assurance that he could turn that | . 
manuscript to very good account: he 
fulfilled with strict fidelity his brother 8. 
intentions; and, though the public pa- 
pers several times announced the ap- 
pearance of a History of the Revolu- 
tion in Russia, the heirs have waited 
5 till the death of the Empress has set 
them at liberty to dispose of the ma- | 
nuscript deposited in their hands : 


N. B. Care has been taken to write the 


 Ruccian 1 names as 2 are pronounced. 
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which I have adopted, having n no mo- 
del before me, y 01 taxte geryed me as 


2 (os "PF . . | *. 1 


a a guide. 5 AR 
In giving, oel, to vou EY 


4 1K 


: Count d' Egmont, on returning from 
my travels, of che revolution which 


took place at Petersburg in 1762, 1 
was emboldened by that : gaity so na- 
tural and 50 becoming, Which scarcely 


ever forsakes you , to introduce, into 


60 1 17. 4/1 


the recital of a terrible event all the 
eirgurpstances,) sometimes bi 85 
vchieh g relate to the manners; gl. .t 
Russian N ation; and I felt at che time | 
chat this relation, with these manners, 

was the real point of vie in; 8 
8 that exent ought to be-contemplated,- | 

Phe frequent 
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"of; 141 ug 
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my tecital, and obliged me to blend 
playfulness and pleasantry in narrations 
the most serious and important. Such 

is, in truth, the character of this is- 
tory, in which it was your wish that 
I should preserve the 5pirit, nay the 
very tone, which that conversat _ 

| frativfitved into ung nartative. - 2 
Perhaps, indeed, an event so extra- 
ordnet may require a singular species 
of” ene The importance of the | 

different interests, for in tlie present 
ace a rs a Vinh" is concetned, the 
ngularity of the action, the horror of 


che catastroplie, the name of Catha- 
tine” II. eomttiinicate, 'it must be 
ohed, both gfandeur and solemnity 
to this revolution; but the frivolity of 
the' Wingo which Pat! it iti motion, 

| b 1 


be! 


: destruction on x the head of the unfor- + 


| ror Peter III. could, not 


grave $ style: to represent them by ge- 
neral tor nes, as that style must have 


8 


required, would have been to strip 
of d the neces! 


8 Proper eig if, 1 may use the ex- 


x 
2. 0 


„ tone of memoirs the most 
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| power to tax me with: never. 0 
in a narrative like this, employed the | 
names of virtue and criminality ; p with 
| never having given to any one princi- 
pal action in the piece a single epithet 
which. could make it- considered as 
either good or bad. 1 thought only of 
painting; but that manner which, in 
the hands of the poets, produces such 
happy effects, is not sufficient for the 
historian. He who wishes to trans- 
mit to posterity, the memory af the 
good and of the evil which he has Ob- 
served in his own: times, ought not to 
trust entirely to the impression which 
2 «imple recital will make an the minds 
of his Readers. He must not consult 
5 sentiments of admiration, of interest, 

"= of Pity, in order to form a judgment | 
b +; of 


— — 
— Py - - 
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it was of essential importance to 
against inspiring my readers with any 


| of all human actions. A certain greats = 
ness is sometimes found to blend with 
vicious actions. Genius may be car- 


ried into criminal conduct, agrecable- 
ness into frailties, and heroism into 
fatal imprudences. It is too true that, 


in such supposed cases, sentiment 
would be a very unfaithful Judge, and 
this is in general the source of 80 


many defective judgments which the | 
generality of readers never fail to carry 
mto the study of history. But in re- 
citing a revolution still quite recent, 

n 


ke distrust. A single epithet 


more or less rigorous would have ex- 
cited against me a suspicion of pars 
tiaity. You, _ 4 related to 


„„ DP 


\ 


you, for the first time, this Jong series 
of anecdotes, necessarily inter woven 


with each other, from the relation 


which they have to the same event, I 


took care to display them in their true 


light, so as not to lay a bias on your 


opinion. But 1 studied with still 
greater attention, all the movements 
narrated with a sentiment of enthusi- 
0 asm, weakness with indulgence, erimes 


with horror, and vices With ſome 
atroke of ridiculaaę.. rope! | 
"nd: of the best Lach 1 we 


have received from an excellent master 


in a art of writing, is to impress it 


upon ourselves that our productions | 
are to be read and judged by the 


greatest of mankind, even by such as. 


= * immortalized themselves by their 


genius: 


80 ang. Sursee 


What mods: We what would: Ta- 
| citus say, were they to hear this work 
read? I declare that instead of re- 
preserrting those great men to myself, 
m writing this history solely for your 
use, it is in your presence F imagine 
 myxelf writing. I thus followed; in a 
manner Jess severe, the spirit of that 
kun. But sceing I have imposed it 
upon myself as 2 law. ng the 
whole of this narr: o paint and 
not to judge, 
| bis place to divelove; my general opi- 

mon of whe” manners which 1 have 


— 


emed „ ien ie 
| There is not upon the face of: the 


„„ 


|: Sade a power more absolate than that 


of the. sovereigns of, Russia: | through 
1 the whole extent of that Empire, Their 
will is.. the only. law ; all morality is 
2 cummed. up in One, won, obedicnce. 

We shall Sec, at the same time, in this 
very thing, the cxtr 


condi dition, and how, their, pawer, while 
it transgresses all the, bounds Pre- 
scribed to human beings; destroys it- 
| self, and feels itself much more mise 


rably limited on every. side, being; * | 


liged, to obey the very insti 
Which it employs, the aldier 4 a 


ee 


&t tha. in ceasing. to pan ow -in- 


clinations 


me misery of their 
; EN N EY L n 


on, public, prejudices.) It is, therg- 
fore, from. downright, infatuation, that | 


18 FR FIRES: themechves in 
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| 
ey must 
5 scattered over this history, | : 
not to dazzle the reader; and if any 
$7 conceived esteem for a nation | 
ny Cs e that what he admires 
5 momentaneous. The whole 
of the government; terror 
: bg 
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— FO" set to his * 
eertain strong spirits placed between 
x the lowness of slavery and the auda« 


ciousness of conspiraey, necessarily be- 


come atrocious. Such were the 1 man- 
ners which began to shew! themselves 


45 at Rome, under the earlier Emperors. 
It seemed to me difficult to give oredit 


to the historian of those «deplorable 
times; but no sooner had I arrived in 1 


Aussia, than every scene which Ta- 
bf citus has painted, assumed in my eyes 
a ney character of probability. The 


Russians, in the progress of their civi- 
lization, conveyed to me a faint idea 
of What Rome was become in her 
decline. This | mournful conformity 
struck my eyes whichever way I turn - 

ed. That . and phrenetic 
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tespect Which the! Roman Emperors 
to their images never pro- 
. - duced: any thing more memorable 
than the following: Russian anecdote 
2 - 2 g 
; _ which took -place but the other day. 


was almost entirely de- 
the Empress Anne be- 

ing then on the throne the quarter 
which wal first burnt down; had a 
dedemmimication with a wooden 
and the only means of preserving the 
dest of the city, was to cut doun that 


7 | en ha commanded the art 
| | . in ertinguishing the flames, 
wing observed an A on that 


* 


durst e that Sacred _ 
symbol: he dispatched a courier to 
court, Which was: chen eight len 
off; and while they were — | 
his return, the fire foxced ats way by 
means of this communication/and re- 
duced to ashes the palace and: the city: 
- uadmit that the sdverrigns o Rus- 
sia, with the assistance of the foteigners 
whom they invited:into their country, 
 havelendeayoured; duririg «everat af the 
last reigns, to rt to ciwilue their subjects, 
hereas the Noros and the Domitians 
purposely exe ertei their Whole power to 


of much importance is hete to abe 
— ; those anciont tyrants, become 
the execration of the human race, were 
is in their destructive efforts, 
N 5 ci. whereas 


restore barbarism. But an Observation . 


K 
the noventigns of Russia, ich 
A disposition to Polish their nation, in 
aggravating the power of despotism, 
have effected, with prodigious exer- 
tions, twe things absolutely inconsis- 
ng to the expression of a 
te of Geneva: „Where 
never the great majority of a people 
ce sha be reduced to have no will or 


TM judgment are we 
| to Shin" of that enterprize of the 
Czars, celebrated by so many panegy- 
rists? Is it not evidently similar to 
the design long ago formed by Tibe- 
rius, when he insisted on being ser- 
* — by a Senate which re- 
e . — 


tained illumination and dignity, a de- 
sign. which has been transmitted to us 
1 EE the chimera of a tyrant? - eben 


Thus, the relation which 1 Fr the | 


B to present to you, Madam, is is 


consistent with all the notions derived : 
from history „ with all the principles of | 


the best political writers ; and this con- 
formity might, in the. judgment of 


some, spare me the trouble of adducing 
the most positive proofs. 5 But I have 
: related anecdotes of a nature 80 pri- 


vate, that it may seem to afford mat- 


ter of astonishment they should ever 


have been known; and having no A 


2555 to expect, on the subject of facts 
$0 serious, that IT should be believed on 
my word simply, I feel myself bound 
to; xproguce Seth * authorities and 


N an uh the | 


mY 
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mti maans Which 1 had ef pr 
Ee inforrüation- * esse 
1 13 fifteen months at the Cont: of Rdssis, 5 
1 in ehe oute che Bach ale Brothuil, 

„ er plovipotentiary from Fratiee, 

1 de confidence with which that noblen 

ured me, leaves ee reo 

ainted 
view che lame an it he knew 3 5 
__ and, by a singularly advantage ous "ht 
dsh, wich he had the address to 
3 procure for himself, he enjoyed, After 
aaa evolution, che confidenee of al! 
| parties before that epoch, he was al» 
wbdoured Hith che intimacy of the Em-. 
| eee eee My per. 


e 


3 | y brought 
5 me into close contact with v pelkvns who 


had resided there for forty Pokey back, 


7 


ö „ 5 Ye , 
- þ FO 0 . 
* ; Py 
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and, Who, from their condition; had 
adecess to scurces of intelligence tho 13 
DP most seeret and' the most infallible, n 
7 : among others, with M. d' Agenſeld. 
secretary from the. court of Vienna 
He was a sage and respeetable old min - : 
| of the strietest probity, who singe th 
7 last years f Peter J. bad labented ad | 
CGeeeretary under eleven successive, m- 
bassadot. The practice of the minis 
try at Vienna being te grant nd oer 
recompence to their seeretaries of en- 
bassy, except an incręase of salary, with 
leave to grow old in, their places, that 
court has, if I may wse the expression. 
living archives in all the countries of + 
Europe. The facts rapidly sketched 
1 unfolding the characters of Biren, of: 
7 Abunick, and of Leztock, Passed during 
Toa the 


( ) 


5 a the eee of M. de la Chetardie, all 
whose dispatches were committed to 
my care, and several of chose anec- 
dotes have been related to me by F ield- 
5 Mareschal Munick. May 1 be per- 
mitted to say, the benevolence. ex- 
pressed to me by that truly great man, 

I consider at this hour as the most va- 
luable fruit I reaped from my travels 


5 abroad. I had occasional intercourse 


| with the Princess 0 'Aschekof; with the 
Piedmontese Odart, and one still more 
intimate with the Grand · Master of 

| Artillery, Villebois. In a ww rd, of all 

the persons named in this narrative, $ 
i there'i is not a single one hom I did 
not personally know; and the very 
day of the revolution, 1 passed entirely 


cither' in the * or in society 
ee RI Ig, pPossessed 


Car). 


1 possessed of che best an The ; 


; Empress herself related the 10 
moment of her being awalked im the 


on. morning; to tlie Count de Mercy, am- 5 


Baszador from Vienna to her cCoui 


arrival of the Empress at Petersburgh, 
and her first arrangements, were de- 


tailed to me, a few days after the revo- 5 


lution, „by ler valet· de- chamber Mi- 
chel, who followed mr; 7 Finally, the 


anecdote which is the most astonishing 


to end transpited, 7 the conversftion 


which the Empress 59 had in” her leder 


with her' minister. AIT that an indis- 


pensable duty permits me to say on 


this subject i 18, that thieeb 4 18 but a $1n- 


- gl Person, of high reapectability, and 


—:. OL Whose 


and noi to that of Frahee; to Hm 
am indebted for that anecdote. The 
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1 A 1 have not. palliated.. to W the 


1 tween chat minister and myself, G 


LY 


4 wt 


| 7 5 7 | | dangerous delicacy of, writing the his- 
= | of my Dante meme but if such 


dcocnsideration ought to suggest to me 
dome cantio enam the: use which = 
. | I Shall make of this histoxy, in writing 


n : it, Thaye lost sight of them altogether. 
1 5 | 1 have. said to myself, with Cicero; 
= 20 ger * is by no means sufficient that all 
e which, you say is true; you, must 
—_ have courage to declare the Whole 
= ditt And, according to a very fine 
presion of Mabiy; A histoxian 
5 8 «« ceases to be a private man; he sits in 

= = 3 5: Jupgment-on vations Ä Sg 
= of publis Wie biste, buen. 


f ; 
5 5 
4 * 
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mote it may be, the apy "el I TR : 
fide to your hands, Madam, is the oy 


one which shall! issue from mine. 


Your virtues secure me from the 
vightest alarm, on the subject of this 
| confidence : : and, who can be better | 
| acquainted with the respect due to So- 
vereigns in their life-time than you, 
Madam, to whom there still remains, 


of a sovereignty, lon g possessed by the 
house of Egmont, an ancient right to 
the same respect, and a greater attach- 
ed to your name? 
I Jam, 
with the most profound reqpeet, 
M DAM, | 
your very humble, 


and most obedient servant, 


„ RULHIERE. | 


Paris, February 10, 1768, 
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12 the spot, and an eye- wit- 

neſs of the Revol ution, which hurled 
the grandson of Peter the, Great from the 
throne of all the Russias, and placed a fe- 
male stranger upon it. I have seen that 
princess, the very day she fled from the pa- 
lace as a fugitive, ſoreing her husband to 
resign into her hands at once his life and 
his empire. 1 had an intimate acquaint- 
ance with all the actors in that tremen- 
dous drama, in which, at a moment of im- 
minent danger, every reſource of courage 
and genius was eminently displayed; and, 
without oy personal interest in the scenes 


ä muy 
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= Xs. ) 
: 1. I beheld, a traveller ante, to ac- _ ; 
quire knovlelel of the govefnm ents esta- 
> 155 blisbed in different coũititries, ee 
it as singulätl) Ertünate for me to be a 
, spectator of one of those uncommon events, 
: which characterize a nation, and i in which 
ne.” men completely display what is in them. 
_ rde detail on which I am entering will 
den! ech bit ariecdotes of a cast not quite 50 be- 
rious; and 1 did not feel myself obliged to 
_narrate the intrigues of young ſemales, and 
the convulsions of a mightyempire, in the 
came tone of stateliness and solèmnity. A 
writer of tragedy clothes great events in a 


„„ 'dignified- uniformity; bis pictures repre- * 


perſeetion beyond the. life. This is by O 
| means my design, and the whole of tbe | 


„ Hallhas faithful copy after nature. 


is ne essar) first of all, ee apt. 
Es T C 85 : 5 2 = 5 | its ; 


sent the human character! in a state of EN 1 


piece which 1 am going to ann, HF 


EY | The princess Ca 


6 * F 
- SQUYCE th. * Tec cileable enmity i ' 
mutuglly. inflamed. the Emperor and 0 
conſortz and the execution of this, will gra-, = 
_ dually unfold. that series of ambitious views 
by yvwhich this princess was hurried: on to, 

an gurpation the most violent. od. 

harine YAobalt-Zerht 7 

passed her earlier years in rather g: middling 
condition. Her father, the sovereign of e a. 
_ petty state, and a general in the service of 8 
the, King of Prussia, resided in a frontier 5 
toxn, in which, from infancy upward, he. 
Was aoppstoined. to the miljtery homages, | 
of a garrison; and. if, now and then, on 
her ceasing to be a child, her mother car- 
ried her to court, to attract a transient 
smile from: some one of the royal family, 
an ordinary eye could not have distinguisb- 


ed her awidst the. _—_ which dats on 
— bh; 'vecasions. : +63 has: G aut 
But A prince, 1 near 1 n | 
. AS 5 i Was, 


/ 
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| been, by a « SUCCESSION of ext gi 
 erdinaty revolutions called into Russia, to 
mount one day the throne of that vast em- 
Pite; ant the great princesses of Europe 
dkelining to unite their lot with that of the 
heir of a crown 80 precarious, ſhe was fixed 
upon 8 u proper match for him. Her own 
nearest relations made ber renounce the 
religion in which they had brought her 
up, to make room for the ceremonial 
and creed of Russia; and it was ex 
pressly sti ipulated in the marriage contract; 
that should the prince die without children 
of this marriage, his consort, if she sur- 
 vived, should succeed to the imperial throne: 
Nature seemed to have formed this Prin- 
dess for the highest state of human elevation. 
Her appearance, even then, announced all 
_ that was to be expected of her; and per- 
Jap, before we e e it _ be ; 


. 450 . 
e to the reader to contemplate . 
* f this illuſtrious woman 3 
Her figure is noble and agreeably im- 
Ppressive; her gait majestie; her person and 
deportment graceful in the highest degree. ; 
Her air is that of a Sovereign.” Every fea- 
ture' proclaims a superior Character. Her X 
neck i is lofty, and the head finely detached. 
The union of these two parts, especially ia 
profile, possesses wonderful beauty; and 
this beauty, in tbe movements of her head, 
che has the art of setting off to wonderſul 
advantage. Her ſorehead is large and 
open; the nose borders on the aquiline; 
her mouth is sweetly fresh, and embellish- 
ed by a singularly regular and beautiful 
set of teeth; the chin somewhat plump, 
1 rather inclining to double; but without 
the smallest tendency to fatness. Her 
hair is chesnut- coloured, and uncommonly s 
bine; the eyebrows are dark brown the | 
eyes 
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and der te ee eee, 0 
Loftiness i is the true charaeter of her 1 
sionomy, taken as a: whole. The: oſter 
of gent! eness and 
a b are t likewise depieted, appear, 
to a penetrating observer, only as the effeet 


. of Wa doen Oe to _— and those 


eee * 7 ae an all 
ion of this great personage, pro- 
to exhibit ber in the figure of a 
charming | nywph, presenting with one 
band, stretched forth, a wreath of flowers, 
and holding in the other, which is thrown 
being her back, a flaming aneh, fs 
Married to the Duke at the age 
en, she had a presentiment from 


the beginning chat ohe should become mis- * 
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aid many Hours were'e 
forma nalities of à cot, and 


5 ing ite duty of a common sentine 


Fe 
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Cendant which she easdly acquired oper her 
busband led directly to this; she wWas inn 
debted for it entirely to her kill in'theart 


Von althed at nothing higher,” Thie nights, 


"which rhey always passcd"in each others 
Company, did not appear suffteient to e 
haust the vivavity of mutun endeten: 
aily stolen from the 


tereourse of a different nature.” 1 i 
RNussian Empire was e: 
ward to the birth of a second wed „et 
imeginiig it possible thava-yoathful couple 
_thould'beall the while employed: only! 
5 Practising the Prussian exercise, ard: 4. 


a shoüldered musket. The gra 


chess, When sbe spoke of those Mit 


amusements many days afterwatd, usedao 
Inde FILTE : . 5 b TE :  subjoin, 


„ But at that time, by ob- 


N a e! silence respecting ber 
des whimsical delights, eee EET, 
antly humoring bis taste in WE 


chere of them, she got the complete 8% „ 


ent. of him. She 6 oyedi every et- * 
ſort to coneeal be puerilities .of the prince, 21 | 


ingno _ mat eo rover TT, 5 
8 riet be was not —— muy ” 1 
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: NS. 1 1 the Rhea Gave 7. g 

3 . of | lineal suecession to the imperial crown; e 
= . the. FO; Keen Wicked ko, 55 
. 18 = n to Wau: world | 


—_ by-the name of the young Ivan, who, de- 7 
x ironed. at the fifteen months, Ws 
J —w. . 1 


be Empire to another, from fortr 


: She durst not lie down to sleep till daylight 5 


15 watched in the Empress 8 ee, 


6 x 5 _— 
incesanthß buried from one corner 6. „e 
rtress to fortress, 
in order that his partisans, if any achtes 
werez night be kept i in profound ignorante 
of the «pot. in whieh he was secluded- Eli- 
zabeth is the more deserving of comtmen- 5 
| dation for having spared his life, that she 
knew perfectiy well, from the facility with 
; whichi Revolution is effected in Russia, 


how the crown tottered upon her on head.” 5 


3 


appeared, because it was a nocturnal J con- 

piracy: which placed berself on the throne. | 
She lived: under such a terrible apprehen- Y 
sion of being surprized during the hours | 
of rest, that she-had' diligent” search made 
all over her dominions ſor the most wake- 
ful being who could be met with; and ; 
this person, when, he was found, fortunate- | 85 

| ly, happened to be very deformed, and 

Zang 8.01 . Dong med, all 5 ; 
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|..those, terrors, she made no 
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attempt. on the lit f the only. being who 
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The surest precaution against 


sions was to shew the nation a 
long series of other heirs;- but, how to e- 
fect this? There lay the difficulty. Eigbt⸗ 
vgars had already Stolen) away: ant al- 


kons, wat the line of sucoession wa not 
o he expected from this quarter. Hello 


Encouragement was. given to a young 
 courtier 
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| Gander one of the Counts Soltikef, who 
| had the advantage of a fine figure, but 
| ers could excite no great 
apprehension, to aspire after being the 
| favourite of the grand Dutchess. The 
High Chancellor of Russia was employ- 
ed to break the matter to herself. She 
took it as a high insult: she threatens 
| him: she reminded him of the article in 
her marriage-contract, by which, in default 
of children, she was secured in the succes- 
Sion to the throne. But when he had given 
ber to understand, that the commission 
which he then executed was given him by 
the very persons to whom she meant to 
complain; when he had made her sensible of 
| the dangers to which she exposed the Em- 
5 pire, if this precaution was' not taken, and 
the' resdlutions, more or less fatal, Wich 
the design o preventin ig those dangers | 
might dictate against herself, she replied, 
8 32 “ com- 


(8) 


0 cb rende. mee introduce hin. tome 
& this oyening.. FFF 


Hane upon rd service. - The: grand 


Ss shed tears on the oocasion, and 


0 endeayoured. to find consolation in the 


choice of new objects. But the SUCCESSION. 


- was now secured, and the choice of new. 


favourites gave. offence. Her conduct, Was 
N watched with a severity which suited nei- 
ther the general manners of the court, nor 


ah personal conduct of Elizabeth. In 
truth, though it is only of late that. the 


Russian ladies have been admitted into 80= 


| ciety Fi. though at the close of the last cen-, 
tury they lived: in a state of confine- 

ment, and had no manner of weight even 
in the scale of domestic government, * 

vertheless the practice of absolute seclusion, 5 


and the, > employment of eun uchs not being, 
$ oe established 


5 1 15 13 ) 
entablidbediin the ountry, tl 
from this imprisonment of the women, 
| amidst herds of slaves, a total dissoluteness 
of manners: and when Peter I. raised bis 
f subjects into a state of society, he had to 
1 reform only an apparent austerity in morals, 
in a real state of gross depravity. The late 
Empresses were not considered as having 
tarnished the glory of their reign, for hav- 
ing selected a succession of lovers from 
every description of subjects, slaves them 
selves not excepted. Under the present 
reign, a young favourite governed the em- 
pire, while a simple Cossaque, whose for- 
tune commenced with playing on the 


serpent in the chapel of the palace, had, 
by a secret marriage, been admitted to 
share the Empress 's bed. Such a marriage. 


vereigns, bad for years past formed alliances. | 


indifferently with; families; of the lowest 
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5 [ 140 
rank of their enbjents; but this Prinee * 
hadd a private reason for not declaring her's | 
Elizabeth had made it a point of conscience 
to-Teave her crown to her nephew, the li- 
neal descendant of an elder sister; and 
from this idea of justice, from which she 
never 80 | swierved, amidst a thousand frailties, 


proceeded the strange singularity of living 


. without any affectation of mystery with 
her lovers, and of having a husband in se- 
eret. Fortunes not quite 80 brilliant were 
 likew 


SE frequently seen falling into the lap 
of persons, Who possessed no other merit 
bat that of having giren a moment's plea- 


sure to their sovereign. But, whether it 


cealed enyy, or a seruple of con- 


were for having forced the grand Dut- 


ss to take the first step, every future 


choiee Which she seemed desirous to make 
uus wolently opposed; the very obscurity 
1 188 9 for to this likewise' she bad 


A. 


Aus: 15 23 Foote 


1 is) 
not screen them Nm 
5 the tremendous exile of that country. She 
was redueed to the brink ef despair} when 
fortune sent into Russia Sir Charles Will 
liams, as ambassador from the court—of 

| Great Britain; 4'man of a daring i imagina- 
tion, and u hose cohVersation was plausibly 
seductive. This gentleman had the cu 
rage do argue with" her thus: he sid 
< That meekness was the merit of victims; 
that dark intrigues, that Hidden regent-/ 
ments were far below both her rank and 
cher genius: hat, tlie greatest part of 
4 mankind being feeble, decided charao- 
<:ters always gain the ascendant over the 
mid: that by baking off constraint; by 
resolutely avowing' Who they were on 
« whom he thought” proper to bestow her 


* favours; by letting” it appear chat she 


| — ve" ty ingult” 10. bene elf 
* 5 7; 6-00 he 
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5 a This eee eee his: 
Z | pws presenting $0: ber, young: Polish gentle- 
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7 75 2 Ceugt, Poniatouski had 
50 1 With that. ampbaszador while: 
he was in Poland ;: an intimacy indeed 0 
very. close, that the gne being uncommon- 
0 ly handsome, and the other equally de- 
the tongue of scandal Was set a-. 


3 going. The minuteness of this: detail is 
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domes king, there iss degree of pleasu 
ah | in. traeing he steps Which n | 
ne. Allied by his mother. to to the most 
=: powerful family in Polan nd, che bad acm. 
| pauanied Sir Sate dne, 40; Peters- 
5 - burghz, in the ew; of yisitingſa court. 0 
WE interesting to that — and, being 
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perhaps ſoreign to my subject; but⸗ Men- 
dans Poniatouski having afterwards- e. 
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( 17 * 
ai he dens now. endeavouring to acquire 
the knowledge of business, by acting in 
the eapacity of soeretary to: the embassy; 


On: 8 0 ee, it . after a se- | 


shine of en eee — 
touski, after: a short excursion to his own 


oountry, returned to Petersburgh aur ne 
aracter of ministar, which fagilita 


B intercourse with his mistress. This 


2 decorum, in respect of condition, een. 

perseded the necessity of employing any. 
Other appearance of decency; and this in- 
 violable; character bestowed, on the bold 
part which he was going to og the. Sacred | 
8 nee 145 
::2Utterly contemptible as the gona] . 
| "dba not degrade himself 80 far as 
to submit longer to the government of his 
wie; * he N every thing from his 
det „ being 


— 


„ | 
son the blood of Charles XII and of Peter I, 
saw himself at the same time elected heir 
of the crown' of Sweden, by the states of 
1": kingdom, and invited into Russia by 
tte Carina; as her declared successor. On 
gy" making choice of the empire for himself, e 
he transferred the Swedish monarchy 8 
bis uncle; so that his family i is indebted to 
him for the lustre which it enjoys, in pos- 
sessing, at this day, without a rival, all - 
the northern tbrones: but, by a cruel = 1 
stroke of destiny, after having appeared to 2 1 
employ unremitting exertions, for more 
tſian two centuries, in preparing for this 
Prinee a station so exalted, nature Long Pe, 
uced a being utterly unworthy of it. 4 - 
I It is necessary, in order to form an idea 0 4 
, of bis. strange character, to be informed - . 
tat the care of his childhood had been | 
committed to two men of very uncommon 


„„ mepit, b bun who ful inte a great wiatake/in 
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t models, 9 thy; 10 his 
ſortune than to his capacity. On his bei f 
called into Russia, those tyo men, of ma 1 
ners tor austere for the dissoluteness of 3 
urt, excited fear of the superior 
style of education which they continued | 
to give bit. He was taken gut of their 
hands, and turned over to the instrucs = 
tions of abominable corrupters;. but the 
first principles which he had imbibed 

_ -bgring made a deep impression on his 
mind, the combined effect was an unac- 

countable mixture of good intentions de- 

| - generated into ridiculous manners, and of 

childish views directed toward great oh» 
jeets. Brought up in an utter abhorrence 
of slayery, in a love of equality, and a pas- 
sion for berdism, he attached himself pow] . 
erfully to cherish those noble ideas; but he | 


eee grand bee vithaw varnay spirit: 
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restrioted him to puerilities. He affected 
to. take delight in the meanest functions 
| G ths. nen because Peter I. had 


who eee his 1 


lain of _ militia. and, i in pursuance of - 
this idea, 80 absurd 1 in a Sovereign, of - 
marking the progress of his skill, by the 


steps of his atlvancement, he made it his 


hoast, in the concerts given by his court, 
that he had ſormerly served the musicians, 8 
and had raised himself to the rank of first 

violin, by dint of talents. A sort of mili- 
tary mania gave a hue to his whole 
life: his favourite Passion Was. to act the 

part of a drill serjeant; and, that he might 
have this pleasure continually within bis 
reach, without provoking the Russian 
regiments to nurmehr, he had entirely the 
. of. ahne miserable soldiers of Hol- 
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naturally aukward to ridiculousness, be- 
3 anneb more $0 * a e in which 

arried to the 
ance; His men, 
vhieh be wore continually, were so tight... 
ä tb inees; F 
and _ him to sit and to walk all in ir TR. 
A hat; of prodigious size, fantasti- I © 
„ ebe, covered a small, ugly, une .- . | 
| efabbed countenance; the features of which, | 
| however, were not altogether destitute of , 
| ns and he was at pains still farther, 
to disfigure it by perp tual grimaces, which 


he -practised by way of amusement. His 
mind, at the same time, possessed a certain 
degree of liveliness, and it HO Ls: 
mark in him a decided turn to buffoonery, 
A ner deed of its kind made his che 


» ” 


623 155 
EI Ot 


without 5 


n. as he discovered wat he bad bes 


in in the wrong, proposed, by way of repas | 


tha fight a-duel with him. Wbat⸗ 


ever might be the intention of the courtier, 
a man of proſound cunning and address, 


away they went, and plunged into the 


solitude of a wood, where, drawing their 


words at ten paces distance from each 


her, they thrust away lustily without 
coming nearer; the Prince e suddenly stood 
still, and thus Al his antagonist: 


E It would be a pity that two brave fellows 


* like us, should out each other's throats; - 


4 come, let us embrace. They were pro- 
ceeding back toward the castle, passing the 


time in mutual compliments; when, as agood 


deal of company 


' * Lord, — 6 


* take carp that; wp- one: . 


ared, the courtier ex- 
| claimed with precipitation: & Ahl my 
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„ We” e him 
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bo in this cxpreagion of contempt, he con- 


«two. will . PF ain Hebad | 
bee 04ingulapalfortion. toe: the envoy - 
af bst Prince. He wisbed the envoy, be- 
ore his departurd for the campaign, Should 
| theins! and 1 Mme, wth 8 
Sword in his band, as sentinel at the door; 
When thus employed, the High —_—_ 
of the Empire happened to come to \bim 
n business; he said to kim; = Go and 
cc gettle it with Prince George; you see I 
am on duty.”:: Prince: Grotgey[of the 
house of Holstein, was one of: his uncles; 
Who had been 4 lieutenant- general in 


Prussia, and to. whom: he had sometimes f 


aid publicly: 15 « Unde: am are but an in- 
von your discharge Whateter might 
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than by its mora 
udy to ingratiate herself with | 
the soldiers „ by the only means Which the 
iness of her situation permitted 

to e employ: She put condescending ques- 
tions to the sentinels; and ted them 
r band to Kis. One evening, as she 


6 e 1 g rested * arms in 
— as she passed, she enquired 
how he came to know her. The man 


E © where. you are is AlamciIE: by nets 
She sent the soldier a piece 
easily made him 
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thus to excite the 


dangers to which she was exposed 
eed she ap 
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| What were the precise intentions 
formed by 
But how is 


x. 


08 


any degree of certainty ? ache a man 
could have no fixed resolution „ but his emo- 
tions were dangerous. Certain it is, he 


- had entertained serious thoughts of releag- 
ing the unfortunate Ivan from captivity, 
and of acknowledging him as heir of the 


throne ; that in prosecution of this inten- 
tion, he had him conveyed to a fortress in 


the vicinity of Petersburgh, and had paid 
bim a visit in that prison. He had re- 
3 called from abroad the Count Soltikef, the 
rt favourite who had been introduced to 


1 


the Empress, under the pretended neces- 


sity of securing the sucoession, and press. ö 


him publicly to declare himself the father 
of the Grand Duke, expressing a deter- 


mined resolution of disowning that child. 
His mistress began to discover an imma- 
derate ambition. Reports were circulated 

8 through the et that such ladies of the 


8 (400 0 
court as had Just. ground. of. 8 

FS against their husba ds, were to "ou allowed 
7 ET . «the, privilege of a divorce ;, and the Em- 
peror had just given private orders for fit- 
bing up twelve beds, perfectly equal, against 


i of which could as yet be precisely foreseen.. 
5 But by this time all conversation consigted | 
. ' F of the complaints, murmurs, half sen- 
tences, of. persons trying to discover the 
sentiments of each other. The Empress 
was observed in her solitary walks, With 
an air of seriousness, but not of chagrin. 
A penetrati ng eye would have seen evi- 


signs of the boldest nature, disguised un- 
„„ that settled phlegm. Among the po- 
. pulace, seditious rumours began to be 
„„ nn which were artfully ſomented, 
7 in order to dispose their minds to open 
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rebellion. It resembled we. hollow | mur- 
| / | 15 
1 : 


1 dently depicted on her countenance. de- | 


for as many approaching nuptials, not one 15 
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mur which precedes a e (aj the 
public i in general anxiously looked: for the . 


moment when some great event sbould 
change the whole face of affairs; it being 
rumoured on all hands that the de- 
struction of the Empress was inevitable, | 
and at the same time universally appre- 
. hended that a revolution was about to 
take place. While every one was taking a 
warm interest in favour of the Empress, 


what excited the most serious | apprehen- 

sions about her safety, was the want of 2 
rallying point in her favour. The general 

eye was directed to no one precise leader. 


The weakness of all the grandes, and 
want of vigour in every kn own character, 


prevented any one in particular from be- 
ing looked to with confidence. The whole 


of his vast enterprize was, in truth, put in 
motion by a nn till then unknown, 
and 
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nnd who had never «engaged th public a 15 
1 the eee ns the noeth, 


ftv min birt) a gentleman, if you 


| please, as far as the possession of a fow 
peasant slaves can. confer. that tile, his 


brothers serving as privates in the regi⸗ 
ments of guards, had been appointed Aid 
de Camp to the Grand Master of Artillery, 
the most vain-glorious man in all Russia. It 
zustomary in this country for generals to 
ber aid de camps constantly about 
their person; they guard their anti-cham- 


bers, follow the carriages of the general on 
Horseback, and form the interior society of 


his houshold. The advantage of a fine 


form; which had chiefly contributed to the 


on of Orlof, soon proved the, cause 


of his disgrace. The Princess Kourakine, 


one of the most attractive. heputits'of the | 
court, 


# 


but i in Secret she | | 
the Aid dd CAimp. The Gene 


e n irres 3tib 3 5 


a 6 . 


e a fair brunette, fresh, and-animateid, 


was'in' public the mi 


vain to be nnn force nt 


"Pts rt — he 


Aid dener e ; 


ion, and the sentence af ul exile into 


the deserts of Siberia was aHout'to be pro- 


nounced, when an invisible hand snatched | 


kim from impending ruin. Tofthe Grand 


Dutchess he owed his Preservation. The 
news of this adlventure Had reached the 
retreat in which she lived prior to the death 


of the Empress Elizabeth,” "Every parti- 
cular related of so handsome a victim 


made her consider him as worthy of the 
whole strength of her protection; and be- 

sicles, the taste of the Princess Kourakine | 
is so well known, that the lover of her 
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| g-maid, had the ma  _- 
he 


Is nagement of hits intrigue, and employed 5 
| tion which: distrust me ud / 


ö ready considered himself as the happiest | 
_ nd. "it oe be asked whether 
5 FE | 22 the beauty be adored: ' His 
1 Be manner af life, however, did not on this 
A c,0count continue less obscur. Whether 
= 1 dem. inclination,” or habit, or a fixed de- : | 


3 „ 5 «gn, bis time was. chiefly spent among the ens 
_ TELL and although, at the death of | 
1 1 e Geerd Who had persecuted him, she 


5 5 5 went 80 far as to get him appointed Pay- | N 


e ales Post vieh bue hm 
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the hatt of cm an his mode of N. 
ie same as before, and his money 


Aang the solchery. Nerertheless he s 
assiduous in his atten lance upon ks mis: 
tress; he was co e under her oye; 
and yet never was intrif gue conducted with 
more art and reserve. In- the + bg WP 
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jealous court, not the BY 
ever alighted upon her. 8 When Orlof, 
however, mounted at once to tlie "height | 
of royal favour, the courtiers acknowledged | 
it to be an oversight, "that they had not 


: perceived the connection sooner; they re re- 
collected signs of à secret understanding 
between them; and mentioned particular! 
occasions which ought to have turned their 


suspicions into certainty.” But the whole. 


5 result of chose remarks, when the affair was 


over, amounts to this, that the two lovers 


had fora long time | enjoyed the satisfaction 
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ofacecret ** intelligence without FR 
ing. their corr Orr espondęnce week 
and Dutchess, at, the very mo- 
ment that the loftiness of her spirit, and 
her almost romantic. constaney were ſur⸗ 
wine nes of conyersat ion to 
The Princess d'Aschekof i is the youn 

If ahreg elebrgted sisters. One of + 


e wehe Goupten Bqutourli line, Whose 


travels have universally diffused the Know- 


_ ledge of her beauty, her Vit. and her Bak: 


er 25 The other, Elizabeth . ee 
is the;mistress whom the grand Duke had. 
eng ths, fel 
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_ thn, for the space of thirty years toget ther, 
n now enjoying it in luxury, and. excess, 
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hid Bad nöcling ts Gre ki nicees but lt 
| credit.” The two first of thei? had been 
5 place! 4 court, and the youngest. was 
; broug ght up Anätk is own.  itipection. 

a she Had an opportunity of s Seeing all 
ile foreign ministers; but from is the age of 
Elteen che chose to converse ouly with the : 
ministers of repüblican governnients. "She 


elaine —.— against the Russian 
despotisin, dec e her intention ok 


: with to 86 vw dem Fal. the dvil lber 
55 aller religious teri of which coun- 

ry Wels her favouri ie topics.” Mer passion 
A celebrity appeared still more ardent. 7 


BETTS 


It is singular!) remarkable, that in a coun- 
try where ro rouge at nd white are 50 ter 
ally ubed byt the women; that not a female | 
beggar appears in the streets without rouge; 
| that in the. Rial language, the word 
| which deiictes ral is the term most K. 
bressive of beauty; ; and that among the of 


„„ 5 ferings | 


© Grings which gi must be . by F 


vil re. to the lady. of the. manor, it is al- 


: 7 0 
—_ MS 11 15 


! the etiquette to present; among the 
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— ELITE 


rest, a pot ol, White paint; in a country of 
this d& seription, the young Woronzoff, at 


RF : of fificen, declared, that she; 0 
1 5 "04 wear. it in her life... One day, Pri 
* 5 d'Aschckof, EY of the handoomest n nobles 
| RR 4 ee the court, having addressed N d her” 
Fete egen Chanllonqndaid 
ES to him 5 21 Uncle, Prince <4 Aschekof; 95 OW 
« doing g me the | hopour 10 propoe, mar-. 
- ; e Jo me. Strictly. 5 peaking, 1 
eee the nne men, not 
| — glaring to acknowledge i to the, first person - 

: age in the. empire, that the progetto - 
| 5 | Ns he had. made, to. his, nie iece "Wong 
- amount e ig he married. ber er; 

ole 41 Hr p 5 s 


© s. 1 
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but sent ber to. Moscow,,. m hundred, 


11497 13 


| leagues off. 3 8 
There he 3 two n in Fi a vociety 
which she had the address to ſorm, of the 


most 0 n. ible persons in that capital. Her 
eister, ee ie the grand Duke's mis- 
ike a soldiers wiſe, 10 
5 rar api _ relations, who had Hate 
tered. themsclycs that, through her means, 
; they should be able to manage the grand 
Dyke, and who saw her, from her caprice 
a perseverance, flying off ſrom 
all their schemes. „They called to mi 
he spirit of the Princess, to which. tore 
courtiers gave the appellation. of address 
and intrigue, 8 They emplayal every art io 
prqeuręe her recal ta that, court, perbuaded 
that, by her talent for intrigue, they should 
be, able, to acquire an uniyersal axcendant. 
The court was chen at a residence i in the 


country. This Mn woman could not 
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Nakata: FAY Angus Wer tter Pati 
low debauchery, and she shut herself! oy for 
days together” in the wolitude of the rand 5 
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© Bilttheds,” Both öf hem, in Most fog ooh 
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talked of despotism in the satne 
15 of abhottence.” She thought obe had 


| find, the sentiments which she pas 
5 Wied to find, i a ebveréigh of her 


As ble oder 4 tits {bit 


n as be e itt — 00 5 | 


_ Which $bs” did, Hlled with indignation 


Er blait 


Ste renibined at 


mote than 


st her Kitrdred, and with an enthusi: 
5 A bench the grand Dutchess, 
| reburgh, living 1 in a 
„Keeping 3 with 
bete Her" Ardent genius T4 ths Gali of 


tlie mösk subfihe — and e 


setvetl, at the fits 


Bis 3 , 


arice, what a mis 
2 her mm had | mae ! in 


bes, 
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 thege, Seda; r familiar conversg· 
tions, that the fear of a geaffold should 
1 never intimidate her; when sbe saw ber 
Sister on the point of becoming Empress, 
she regarded with horror an elevation to 
which ber family eculd. aspire only by ef- 
fecting the destruction / of her friend: and 
| if no violence mingled in, her complaints; 
it was because she began ue * 
ment, to form fixed desigu ss. 
Such were, in the midst of ries ne 
glect, the, two unknown connections Which 
the Empress had kept up: and as they were 
even unknown. to each other, she brought 
forward the two oonspiracies at once, and 
kept them absolutely separate, meditating: | 
by means of the one, a revolt of the guards, 
and, by the ec, a, IR of 0 
: grandees. 55 
_ Orlof, hike on Oy? to a 
begring, had only to continue bis present 
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of life. His first accompliees 
and an intimate friend whose 
| naine/was-Bibikef. These five men, as- 
ed of mak ng their fortune, or of perish- 
5 ing in the attempt, sold all their little 
10ny; and resotred ineessantly to the 
|  vatious houses of entertainment which 


- zoldiery: frequented. The sagacity whic h 
had employed, in r the 


* 


. chest of artil lery in Orlof's hands, furnish- 
ed them with more considerable funds, 


— 


7, "oy laid themselves out to 
5 ons of the soldiers. In 
| a common move- 
ment. "They owed. the seeds of discon- 


8 tent and sedition in every regiment; they x 
— them with pity for the Empress, 
5 and with a desire of living under her au- 
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panies of the rogiment- of 1 Iomailef, 
and received from the soldiers an oath upon; 
the crucifix ;, na nay they yished, at all events, 


ta make sure of their colonel, being fully 


T convinced, from his character, that he would 
neither think of betraying the conspiracy, 
i nor of placing himself at the head af 1. 


This Was Count mouski, a. 


Cossaque, who, 3 the meanest occupa- 


by which he had earned his liveli- 


mad had risen, by his brother's marriage 


with the late Empress, to such a high de- 


gree of favour, that the formidable post of 
Hetman, or supre ne 


Cossaques, was expressly established for 


bim. This man, of a golossal beauty, dis: 
daining every thing that wore. the face of 
ever eyery thing that look 
ed like business, eee 649008 
on account of his stately appearance 
edi as a favourite by the Emperor, 52 be- 
loved by the commonalty, because in the 
| Bb midet 


intrigue, and evg 


commander of the 
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and. the. ; pomp of high” | 
apparent! [that be didnt fg the mewn 
ness of his origin : of no manner of use in 


SON his presence in a 
revolt might. g0 far towards determining 


- the multitude. Orlof, whom he had never, 


© geen, ventured to invite him to a secret inter- 
view, laid before him all the disorders of go- Y 
| iphone obtained apromise from 

him, the moment the Empress should 


- other engagement, and no other was exact- 
ed of him. Orlof communicated to his 


mistress an account of this transaction in | 
which were Sill a profound « secret. - They 
or the coandal of the barracks as well 


_the interviews dich he 
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. the same OP of 2 


concealed both their l and their conspi- 
racy. | 


Ui up with the Princess d'Aschekof an 
| -pninterrupted c > of letters, which, 
| having for a hang e den no more than 


the amusement of twa. yqung minds, had ; 


gradu ally become a correspondence of con- 
| piracy. That young ſemale set her pro- 
5 Jeet a-going by procuring for her husband 
an employment which required his ab- 
sende, that she might not be under the ne- 
cessity of king him her confident; or, 
perhaps, to put him out of the way of the 


1 to which she was going ta expose 


herself. She eigned a slight indisposition, 
that she might go, under pretence of drink- 
e aters, to live in a garden _— 


ing th 


1 e the city; end ane; W the nu- 
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as visits tie had to receiv 

vented the euspzelon err, 
ned by an; 

dan e w her nose 

On the first word, the heads of the dis- 


that could be wished of them. She found, 
„all the traces of an 
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the Empress, secretly Secure of him, _ 
Care to tell the Princess: « that it. was un- 
to en . over; that ſor seve-· 


5 e in that promise, ad 
< that nothing more was necessary than to 
4 inform him at the instant she should 
| have need of him. ; These words, which 
| seemed to announce both the most sage 
reserve, and the most generous confidence, 
and whjch must have been readily-believed 
tl young woman, diverted her, without 
any effort; from the only method by which 
sbe could have discovered Wann 
trigue; but an interest incompatible with 
che designs of the Empress, and of the 
Princess, opposed to then: an obatacle 
— insuperable. 
_ Catharine, turning to br advantage the 
injury which the ] or had done to her 
son, in not naming a succeed to the 
N throne, wished to-gecure it to herself. The 
governor of the young grand Duke, the 
Count — whom regard: to his fortune 
intimately 
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ately connected with that of his pupit, 
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ensily led into the conspiracy, was: desirous 
of depriving Peter III. of the crown, to 
| have it tranſerred, in right of succession, to 
he natural heir, and to give to the Em- 
| —_— a — wes for a 
b the Princess & Aschckol, with 


ait. persuaded among other reasons, hy 


me intimate connection that had subsisted 
between her mother and Fanin, that she 
was the dpghter of this lover. A Pied- 
montese, named Odart, their confidant, 
determined this young woman to get the 
better of her scruples; and it was thus she 
obtained from Panin the sacrifice of his pu- 
bil. It will be sufficient, in order to make 
- known. the character of this: Piedmontese, 
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in vain all her arts of seduction; she en- 
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„ 7 
amply ts EVE? his own words: to a mn 
we aus in his confidence: I was born 
< poor; I sce that there is nothing regaril- 

«ed in 1 the world but money; Iwill have 
Sits: Ss Spot LOR 


Abe dessen it, I will retire into my 
5 e and live as n, as -y 

Danian wth the n deere both of the 
same way: of thinking, with ith respect to the 
government of their comitrys and if-the 
Princess was indebted to. her natural dis- 
Position for a violent Dont at slavery, 
Count Panin, who had been minister from 


his own court to that of Sweden for ſour- 


teen years, had there imbibed some repub- 
lican ideas. Both of them, therefore, unit 


ted in the resolution of rescuing their 


seemed to encourage them to it. They 
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the. conditions upon which the 
of the empire, on deposing Peter 
III Should bestow, in a ſormal election, 


RT. "btn upon his wife, with a hunted 


. execution of this project wore every day 


were and more the nnn 


n ad Tons Ms. had gol 


| ncess, secure _ 


* 


' 


ca) 


* it expedient to unite the Pre in- 
trigues; and she even had the address, in 
strengthening the one by the other, to 
make herself mistress of the whole move- 
ment. Orlof, in obedience to her instruo- 
tions, made himself Sought after. by the 
Princess, and this young woman, believing 
5 that the sentiments with which she herself | 
Was inspired, were those of every heart, 
a s saw, in the leader of a faction, only the zea- 
lous citizen. Never did she entertain the 
least suspicion, that he had direct access to 
the Empress; and from this moment Orlof, 
| having indeed become the sole and effec- . 
tive chief of the enterprise, had the singu- 
lar dexterity to appear only as the agent of 
the Princess d'Aschekot. by 5 
ut as soon as he was enn into the 
counsels of the grandees, he opposed all 
their projects. He swore that he would | 
by no s suffer them to impose any 
| L „ conditions 
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5 eee upon their Soven eign. WY alt 


Wn 4 to them: % That the Empress giving her 


. ord that she would herself regulate the 
1 5 - rights: of their liberty, they were bound 


: I : . | 4 to believe her; that ſor what remained, 
= they might aet at their discretion, but he 


was master of the soldiery; that himself, 


| 15 1 and the guards, w would act alone, if ne- i 


© ertssaty, and were sufficient to raise Her © 


<6 ae sovereignty.“ 1 777777 0 LL og PEE 
The grandees, already — in 


Foeld to the strong hand of power, and to 

; - f content themselves with the vague pro- 

mises which the e made them of 
cor ning theit liberty. SE, 


In the mean time, the people were not 


with the spirit of 1 - olt, a report was spread 
abroad, that it had already broke out in all 
we © provinces that the slaves of the . 


* 


- 
. ” 
wn” . » - ; 
: : * 
a 4 * 5 L 


— 

5 3 
— | 1 
FN * 


| ei plot, found themselves then obliged te to Y 


neglected; and in order to inspire them 5 


te TY * 


were b together from all parts, re· 
ſusing to obey the new edict; that the ; 
Crim-Turtarz were encamped upon the js 
_ frontiers, and were preparing to force the 


lines, as soon as the Emperor should have 


led all the troops uut of the empire, to carry 
on a war absolutely foreign to Russia. Not 
only these reports, mingled with truth and 
5 falshood, | flew. with rapidity, as it happens 1 


in every country where the government 


becomes odious, and where the general 
discontent nouriches with avidity every 
5 thing which can flatter and sharpen it; but 
in Russia, where public affairs were never 
8 converted upon, where this curiosity might 
bave been punished with death, gueh re- 
ports were of themselves 4 commencement ; 
of revolt. wy | 
This enen ee in RR Ein- . 


. peror to forward his departure, occasioning 


bim to negleet going to Mascom, acxordy 
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„ to receive the 
crown in the chapel of the ancient Czars, 


it was almost openly published to be law- 


ful to dethrone a Sovereign who disdained- 


to submit to the ceremony of consecration. 


© At the same time the Empress imparted 
to the ministers of those courts, whose al- 


Hance this Prince had abandoned „that she 


held this perfidy in detestation, and took 


measures for obtaining, from those courts, 
the money which was now becoming ne- 
dessary to her. These ministers, and es- 


peeially the French ambessader, the Baron : 


de Breteuil, accustomed for several years 
past to direct the public mind of that na- 
5 tion, were occupied in the present crisis of 
al general affairs, i in defeating the projects in 
- * which the Czar suffered himself to be in- 
volved by the enemies of their respective 5 
Sovercigns. They embraced with eager⸗- 
| ness ne! pP 0 


ti 0 which the conspiracy 
= presented 


9 


. which the danger became most imminent, 


6 x 
presented to this effect; and although * \ — 
stricted by the orders of their: courts Which 


bad prescribed them to take little part in 
those movements, they laboured with as 


much activity as success in throwing the 
; weight of their influence. into the scale of 
the Empress. On the contrary, the mini- 


ters, friendly to the Emperor, being solely | 


occupied in accelerating his departure, de- 


voted themselves, for his pleasure, to the 


infatuated toils of his court, and while os 
many intrigues escaped their observation, 
_ they congratulated themselves on the suc- 
cess of their negociations, in seeing the 


troops file off in every direction, the fleet 


ready to sail, the Emperor surrounded with 


the whole force of his empire, and the day 


of his departure already fixed. 


Here was then a numerous party, and 


certain resources; and at the very time in 


1 


6 60 » * 
it id not eren appear that there vas yer. 
BY "Me a settled conspiracy. Those who 
= are well acquainted with the Russian 1 na- 
| 1 | tion, and even the ancient conspirators ; 
1 thetnselves, allege that it is always thus 
1 5 , that such enterprises must be conduct- : N 
aal in that country; this people being 
= predisposed to conspiraey by the form of 
their government, by their natural turn to 
sceoresy, and even by their patience under 
bdbeuffering: nevertheless, on account of the : 
3 implacable hatred which reigns among all 59] 5 
families, and of the excessive distrust which | 
1ꝗ?ẽ diffused over every breast, it would be 
| 1 TID too imprudent to collect there a numerous 
3 body of conspirators, to parcel out among 


. themselves the different parts of one great 
4 ©. design. Moreover, the habit of seeing peo- 5 5 
9 3 ple of the lowest rank, exalted to the 


| highest dignities, giving to euch one the 
N ow” 'of pretension, it would be 
i 
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aquatly dangerous to 
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to shew them chiefs, 
whose approaching greatness they might . 


have reason to suspect; but that it is ne- 
cessary to make sure of each individual 


| apart ; 


to give every one hopes of the 
greatest ſavour, and not unite them til * 
instant of execution. | OUS, 


If an assassination was thought the pro- 


Ho: mode it might be depended upon; 
and the captain of the guards, Passig, had 


thrown himself at the feet of the Empress, 


asking only her- consent to stab the Em- 
peror at noon day, 20 the head of his 
; guard. This man, and one named Bas- 
Akof, a fellow of the same stamp, had 
already missed him twice: near a small un- 


inhabited house (the first which Peter the 


Great built 1 in the isles on which he found- 


ed Petersburgh, and which, on that ac- 
count, the Russians preserve with venera - 


1 


# . 


tion) a favourite retirement of Peter” III. 
RE e who 


* — 


8 4 85 5 
who! came thither sometimes * an evening 2 
with his mistress, and where these two.ras- 


| Po dals had way-laid bim, without, waiting for | 


tors, conducted by the Count Panin, 5 had 
„ been to reconnoitre the apartment of this 
1805 Prince, his bed-chamber, his bed, and all | 
E 2 the doors which led to them. Tbe project 
1 185 ; on which they finally determined, Was, to B 
+ come thither i in force on one of the ensu- 


ing nights, to carry him off, if possiblez t to 
stab him, if he. made any. resistance, to as- 
semble the grandees | in order to give. to | 
_ bis deposition ihe appearance. of legal au- wy 
= | 9 1 "7 and the Empress, who was not to 
F 8 appear to have taken any part in this revo 
5 lution—avoiding the least semblance of be- 


ing concerned in this conspiracy—was. to 
have affected a compliance Sole] * with the 
praper of the people, and to receive through 
© the medium of a voluntary and unanimous 
. | proclamation, 


' bj prom pter- A chosen band of conspira- 5 


* 


co mw reved” o herd Such h was the: basis 
her conduct! It Was 10 prolluce this ef: 
fest, that, ander invisible in thecongpiniey, | 


che. direbted all the- spriugs of it; and dv en 
after the public Stops she was forced; to 


tale, she always endedvoured cars the 
; n of the people back to that! 


The Emperor wwhs: at 4 country seit, 


tuelvb leagues off. The Empress for r 
| ol creating $uspicipn;; if sho remained in 
town'\during this absenbe, was herself at | 


another" coutitry(tecidencs. It was on his 
retain thense that the Emperor had fixed 


his) departyro for the war, and the Empress 
tue execution of hers purposes; but the 
7 frantie 2bal of this ver Captain Passig 


onfot muaed 


xd every design. This vialent 


Leoonspiratos, abways' hurried away by the 


1 


ardor of coriversation, ! spoke of the plot 


before'a . whom he had W 


. "ME. and 


* 


C (9) 
"ad who nel lodged an l 
Bon n against him beſoi 
zegiment. On the th of July, at nine 
oel ck in the evening, Passig was arrested, 
. | anch © a courier was dispatebed to word 
5 mis intelligence to the Emperor. 
All was lost, had it b 
caution tbe Piedmontese Odart had taken, 
ts to which he alone and the · Princess d As- 
3 "chickef were privy. Every principal man 
| had in his retinue a spy, who never lost 
5 eight of him. The Princess was informed _ 
. à quarter past nine that Passig was ar 
= rested-· She sent word. to Count kann 
=. s to come to ber instantly; and propogsd to 
| = him, without losin g moment, to com- 
OS mence the execution of their designs; a 
; Proposition similar to that which the stauncli 
Romans i in ancient times: acceded- to, un- 
der like circumstances; That it was ne- 


„ bessury to endeavour 1 to cause 
. * ; We | : cc an 


>. x $7 4453 174 
* 


* 


> the chancery of the f 


* 


H 


- „ e . 
a « an insurrection e be and 


_ * the military; that the accomplices should 
« aszemble ; that the explosion of unen- 
* pected events lays- hold on the mind, 
4 and: hurries away the multitude; that 
4 the Emperor had nothing in readiness 
a „ee to such an effort; that the 
most valiant are astonished by sudden 

„ movements; and what could that 
e do against them, with a 
8 train of debauchees? That things im- 
11 4. possible in deliberation, are executed, 
bec⸗ use there was courage to make the 
attempt. And what hope could hence- 
7 forth be entertained of x SCCTCSY among 8 
6 mary affrighted accomplices ? Would | 
the obligation of an oath be felt, amidst 
the pangs of punishment, and the allure- 
. 3 of recompense? What was to be 
apprehended ? Death was inevitable, an | | 
E n death 25 Was it not much 
eise | M 2 EY 2 more 


8 
5 N | dexirable;40/perih-in- 1 
4% their common country, in imploring 

e succbur ſor Uberty, to fall by the deser- 
tion of the soldiers and of the people, . 

htl they abentlon her, and tue be 

rendered at once wotthy of their ances- Rp 

————— 8 20ggo of, ® 
Abe Romän Conspirator did not follow = 

i achse ant died by: the hands of the 
exebutioner. The Russian likbwise/thought 

that a' premature explosion would irre- 

9 trievably ruin every thing ; that were 
they to succeed in exciting a revolt at 
Petersburg, it would only be the com- 

5 «©. mencement of a civil war, the Emperor 
_ */having st his command a fortified city, a 

fleet reacly to Sail, three thousand men 

4 of his native troops of Holstein, and all 

| 5 dhe other troops which had marched off 
to Join the army; that the night pre- 
2 88 C ae n, la durable, since-in these 


> 8 3 64 climes, 


{ 


6 
4 climes, at that season, it is' light all 
night long; that the absent Empress 
4 could not possibl yo arrive before the 
% morning; that it was necessary to pay 
attention to consequences and that it 
«would be time enough the next body to 
* regulate future proceedings, as as events 
4 should turn up.“ In this manner rea- 
soned Count Panin, who — . 
rizes, and he went to bed: - e e 
The Princess d' Aschekof W bim out, 
and departed. It was midnight. This 
woman of eighteen assumes the dress of a 
man, leaves her house without a single at- 
tendant, and makes the best of her way to 
4 e which che knew to be a common 
tendez vous of the conspirators. Orlor was 
ere in the midst of his brothers. It i is 
pleazing to observe how fortune seconded 
vigilance. At the news of Passig's being 
nz on he proposition of instantly 
:-errq 1 entering 


2 5 f 


ntl 94/ * 
entering on actian, they all; remained im 
movable; and joy succeeding this first 
surprise, all consented to it with transport. | 
One of these brothers, who i in consequence 
of the Scar of a gash received in the face 
at a public game, had got the nickname of 
BaLARE (gashed), a common soldier, who 
would have been of sin gular beauty, bad 5 
his physionemy been less ferocious, and 
in whom were united both agility and 
Strength, was sent by the Princess, en- 
trusted with a note, Which contained these 
words: Come, Madam, t'me presscs. 
The others, with the Princess, passed the 
night in preparing for the insurrection, 
with 80 much sagacity, that the moment. 
the Empress should arrive, every thing 
might be ready, or if any obstacle should 
detain that Princess, no imprudent explo- 5 
| sion could betray their designs. They 
even had a een chat the enters 
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prise 3: bale: miscarry; and in an case 
they had secured the flight of the Em- 
press into Sweden. Orlof and his friend 
; f loaded each of them a pistol, PEEL ei. 
changed it, swearitig never to make use | 
of this weapon i in the Most imminent Aan 
ger, and to reserve it, if the enterptize 
failed, for the putpose of putting each 
other to death.” The Princess made no 
preparation on her own account; punsb 
ment the most dreadful had become a 
matter of indifferenee to her. 0 TING 
he Empress was'eight. digi n at 
the Castle of Petershoff, and under pre- 
tenee of leaving to the Emperor, who Was 
expected there that very day, the froe use 


of all the apartments, as if she apprehended 
Her presence might incummode that prince 
and his court, she had taken up her resi- 
| dence in a detached pavilion. This pavi- 
: lion, built on the banks of a canal, has a 
363" 5 communication . 


? 


> . 8 
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icli with the river, Ft a boat 


fastened under the windows of the Em- 


migbt, on tho very ben, — . | 


| contributed 10 her escape. 


Orlof the Balafre had nis. 


* bis brother in the most intricate wind- 
| ings of the, garden and of the pavilion, 
Fa This soldier awaked his sovereign, and 

f thinking at this moment of usurping to his 
_ family, all the hondur of the revolution, he 

bad the happy boldness to suppress the 


billet of the Princoss oAochekof, and 0 


zug antked 1% Madam dam, there is not a mo 
: '# ment to lose: come:”. and without wait- 
Ang ſor an answer, F rede- 
scbnded, and disappeared.. of THe 76 
„The Empress filled mith —— 


astonishment, dressed herself, ai dat 


ned in a'state of irrecolute $uspense; when 


20 man, — on horse- back 
Rt | the 


< a 
7 $ 1 * 2 


„„ 

the alleys of the park with the rapidity of _ 
| lightning, returned to her and exclaimed: LY 
“ Yonder is your carriage; and the En- 
press, as 1 hurried away involuntarily with- 
out having time to take any resolution, ran 
to the gate of the park, holding by the arm 
of Catharine Lvanowena. She there found 
a a-cartiage which the Balafr# bad brought 
from a farm at à considerable distance, 
where, for two days past, through the care 
ol ide Prineess d' Aschekof, it had been 


congtantly in readiness; either because the 


impatience of the guards evineed clearly 2 
that they should be under the necessity of 
speedily bursting out, or that the Empress 

| | might poses an additional means of escape 

from all danger; having at the same time 
secured relays of fresh borses as far as the 

neighbouring frontiers. b 

The carriage set off, driven by * 

| aud du by eight hired Soon but all 
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me. horses of this country being of the Tar- | 
„ tar breed, still preserve their swiftness Ca- 
| tharine retained such freedom of mind, 
khat on the road she amused herself by 
laughing with her attendant at some little 
disorder which was in their dress. 
carriage, which was | proceeding with ex- 


N treme rapidity; and as this same road led 5 
FA to where the Emperor was, they beheld it 


with uneasiness. It was Orlof, the favour- 
ite, flying to meet his mistress, and who, 


3 aſter crying out to her, © Every: thing is 


4 ready, turned about, and led the way 
with the same rapidity. . They flew to- 
- - wards the city, Orlof alone in the first car- 


| I 5 riage, the Empress and her attendant in 


the second, and behind was the Balafre 
with a soldier who had accompanied him. 
As they approached the city, they met a 

13 RA valet-de-chambre, named Michel, 
S097 - F to 
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do hom the Empress had hewn singular 
Eindness, condescending 80 far as to be his | 
confidante, and charging berself with the 
education of all his bastards. He was 
coming to attend the duties of the toilette, 
and beheld, with astonishment, the Em- 

press in the midst of so whimsical a reti- 


nue. She bent forward her head, and call- 
ed out to him: ce Follow me; and Mi- 


cChel, with a beating heart, thought he was 


+. * 


following her into Siberia. £ 
Thus, to reign despotical! y over the most 


extensive empire in the world, did Catha- 


rine arrive, between seven and eight o clock 


in the morning, having set out on the bare 


word of a common soldier, driven by pea- 
sants, conducted by her lover, and accom- 
© ies oy her wei woman and her hair 
dresser. V 

It was necessary t. to traverse the whole 
city in order to reach the Ke by 


* 


” . \ 
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taken the oath. The soldi 
jet their rooms, because an apprehension 
was entertained, that all might be ruined. 


cw) ; 


Sich zu is bountled on the cast, 6 andahich 
form on that side a real camp. They took 


the direct road to the two companies of the 
regiment of  Iomaikef, which bad already 
xs had not yet 


by a premature declaration. The Empress 
alighted upon the road which runs round 


the barracks; and whilst her nee | 


ran to announce ber arrival, she crot 


leaning upon her attendant, a wide space 
which: separates the barracks from the road. 


5 She was received. by about thirty soldiers, 
who came out in dishabille, adjusting their 
dress, some in frocks, some in their shirts. 


This sight astonished her: she grew pale; 


| her whole frame was.yisibly, agitated. But 
during this agitation, which only rendered 


Her more interesting, he told them, Phat | 
ET 75 Fong to throw | 


7 herself into their arms, 
EY. RE TE. - 
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1 DE 
* that; the Emperor had given orders to 
put both her and her son to death, that 
cute this order.” They all swore, with 
one voice, to die in her defence. The of- 
ficers | assembled: the crowd increased. 
She sent for the chaplain of the regiment 
with orders to bring a erucifix : the priest 
came, pale and trembling, and, holding a 
. crucifix in his hand, he received, without 
knowing what he did, the oath of the sol- 
 diers. Then arrived Count Rozamouski, | 
more faithful to her person than to the 
 friendship of the Emperor. He was fol- 
| lowed: by General Volskouski, nephew to 
| the Chancellor, who had fallen into dis- 
grace, for having, amongst other reasons, 
been eo entirely devoted to that Princess: 
by Count Sbouvalof, who, under the last 
reign, had used his unbounded power with 
een moderations- and whom. the re- 


membrance | 
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membrance of Elizabeth render ered still deer 
tothe soldiers; by Count de Bruce, first 
major of the guards; and by Co 

| _noff, whose lady, as w ell as the Countess 
| de Bruce, were then with the Emperor, ce- 
lebrated both of them for their beauty, and 
named amongst those, who were going, as 
it was said, to be unmarried. There were 


t Stro j N 


somie in this first eroud, who proclaimed 


the Empress regent. Orlof ran towards : 
them, exclaiming, © That the work must 
E not be done by halves, to run the risk 


of punishment in order to have one day 


< to begin again; and that the first who 


r should pronounce the word eh be 
6 would stab with his own hand: N 4 : 


Wh or Chapelof, upon whom icy had 


xckoned, did not arrive; and the first 


55 3 the Empress gave, was: G0 | 
t tell him that I have no occasion for him; 
3 n let him be put under an 


N In 11 9% N 


4 6 


| ( 208) 


The ba officers) joined their compa= 

nies from all parts, and made them take . 
arms; it is remarkable, that of the great 
FRA 
kheir word, one alone, named Pouskineg . 
had the misſortune, or the weakness, to . 
draw back. The Empress went round this 
kind of camp, forme by the barracks, and 
walked through the ranks! ef each of the 
three regiments of foot · guards; a guard 50 
a ſormidable to it's Sovereigus, which, for- 
mierly, composed of strangers/by Peter the 
first, constituted his security against che 
factions of the Russians, but which, siner 
hat period, augmented in number, and an- 
tirely composed of Russians, has already . 
thrice disposed of the regency or of the N 
crown. As she advanced from the bar- | 
racks of the regiment of Ismazlof to those | 
of that of Simonoski, at the head of this: 
ſſirst n. the soldiers whom she had 
excited 


# 


0 „ 


excited merely by a dieplay of her dangers | 
r out: That in 
© head, che was not in caſety,” guy? Fn 
of their own accord a hollow square around 
ber. Throughout all the barracks only 
two. officers of the regiment of Ascension 

| Prdobasinski opposed their men, and were | 
— In passing the prison of 


n denne, — da for. his en- 
largement. And this man, who was pre- 


ee to undergo every kind of torture 


at such unexpected intelligence, bad the 


Presence of mind to mistrust it, and appre- 
. it to be a snare to draw from _ 
in his first surprise, an avowal of the con- 


- gpiracy,: he refused to be liberated. . The 


chree regiments being assembled, and the 
soldiers having joined in a cry of houra, 


ought the 1 eee. all 
asked 


5 4.3 th * 4 * o Þ 
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asked leave to kiss the hand of the Em- 
press. She repressed this extravagant en- 
thusiasm, mildly representing to them that : 
he had at that time other affairs on hand. 
| Orlof bad run towards the regiment of ar- 
tillery, a numerous and very formidable : 
body, almost all the soldiers of which wore 
some honourable badge for having distin- 
guished themselves in the bloody battles 
| against the King of Prussia. He presum- 
ed so far upon the credit which his office 
of treasurer in this corps would give him 
over the soldiers, as to hope to be able to 
make them take arms; but they refused to 
obey him, and demanded to be * | 
what their General said. "Pp 
This was Villebois, a French den 
grand master of the artillery, and of the 
corps of engineers, a man of approved va- 
lour, and of Singular probity. For some 


time, beloved by Catharine, he still believ- 
yy ire + N „ 
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-- 5 himself so. It was througli him, even 
in the hour of her disgrace, that she had 
| procured for Orlof che office of 'treasurer, 
$07 useful to her projects. | But Orlof, wish- 
ing, no doubt, to break the connections 
between this man and the Empress, had 
excluded; him from the conspiracy. He 
was at this moment engaged with the en- 
| gineers. N One of the conspirators came 
e Him, . That the Empress, his So- 
E vereign, commanded his attendance at 
| te the-barracks of the guards.” Villebois, 
ished at this order, demanded, « What 
then is the Emperor dead? The mes- 
senger-made no reply, except by repeat- 
ing the same words; and Villebois, turn- 
ing towards the engineers, said, © Every 
man is mortal,” — followed the aid- de- 


— 


| tered-biingelf vith being beloved by Catha- 
04 vs DE V rine, 
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rine, when he arrived at the barracks, bnd 
saw her surrounded by such a crowd, per- 
 evived, with the deepest ohagrin; that 50 
great a project had been carried througb 
without his having even been made privy 
to it. He adorod the Empress, yet wishing 
to convey to her a delicate reproach, dis: 
| guised under an excuse, real or pretended, 
for the difficulties which he would find in 
seconding this enterprise: fron; his unfot- 
tunately not having been in the sgeret, 
«/You ought. to have ſorescen, | Madam;” 
said he—Sbe hastencd to interrupt hin 
and replied with the most severe haughti⸗ 
nem: | did not send for you to tell nie 
c hat I ought. to have foreseen but to 
ask you what is your determination.“ He 
fell upon his knees, saying, ;Ff To obey you, 5 
Madam;“ and he departed to order the 
by GE of We to take to n arms, 
0 = and 


To). .- i” 
and to deliver 150 to the e all * 
arsenal?“ 
>: Of all those ae; Aiden to the 
Appeer was known, Prince George of 
Holstein, his uncle, was the only one in 
the city. An aid- de- camp came to in- 
form him that there was an insurrection 2 
in the barracks; he was dressing bimself 1 
in great haste, when he was arrested with A 
all his family. The Emprese, al ready sur- 
dunded by ten thousand men, mounted 
the same carriage, and well aware of the 
. genius of her people, she condueted them A 
- to the principal church of che city, whore | . 
she alighted to perforn her devotions. — 
From thence she went to à vast palace, 7 
which on one side is washed by the river, 
and on the other overlooks an immense 
square. This palace was surrounded by 
soldiers, as far as it could be done.  Can- 


nons were planted at every opening, with n 
OY | * . 
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lighted matches. The cross ways and the 


squares were occupied by detached parties; 
and, in order to prevent the Emperor from c 


having any knowledge of what was going 


on, orders were issued that a bridge, which 
leads from the suburbs of Petersburgh, to 


that part of the country where he then re- 


sided, should be guarded by a detachment; 
but the orders came too late. q In 80 


great a city, one man only, a stranger, had 


thought of informing the 1 Em peror; his 
name was Bressan, born in the principality 
of Monaco, of a family originally from Rus- 


a but naturalized. in F rance. He had | 


himself of his name of Frenchman, 
bg $a to find, with more certainty, enter- 


tainment and protection: an intelligent 
and honest man, whom. the Emperor had 
taken ſrom the profession of a. hair-dresser, 
to raise him to the highest fortune, and 


who, at least upon this occasion, justified, | 
| by his fidelity, this excess of favour. He 


Had 


(. 
had patched: a servant of some ability, 
dixgnixed as a peasant, and mounted on a 
5 little country cart, and believing, that on 
tuch an occasion he ought to mistrust all 
those who surrounded the Emperor, he 
had commanded his emissary to give his 
billet into the hands of no one but the 
Ptinet himself. This pretended peasant 
had just passed; when the eee | 
mo to take possession of the bridge.” 
An officer, with a numerous escort, ran, 
by order of the Empress, for the Grand 
Duke; who slept in another palace. The 
1 dos; already apprized of the dangers which 
threatened his life, awoke, surrounded by 
d symptoms of a ter- 


soldiers, and express 


| i6#, the impression of which eontihued for 


long time. His Governor, Panin, who 
till this moment had remained with his 
pupil, tried to dispel his apprebensions, 
took him in bis arms, dressed in bis night 
e 2 110 289325 1 - cloaths 
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eloaths as 10 was, and carried him thai 0 
his mother. She presented him from a bal- 
cony to the soldiery and the people. An 5 
ir nu merable crowd had collected. All the 

| other regiments of the city had joined the 

regiments of guards. The acolamations 
were long redoubled, and all the caps of | 
the crowd were thrown at the same instant 

into the air. A report was spread that the 

Emperor was approaching. The crowd 

driven back, but without tumult, divided, : 

pressed together, and, in profound silence, 
made way for a train, which advanced 
slowly through the midst of them. It was 

a pompous funeral, which had passed 

through the principal strects, without any 

body's ever having known to whom it be- 
longed: Soldiers, wearing mourning eloaks 
over their uniforms, carried torches in th cir 

| hands; and whilst the whole attention f 

the crowd was rivetted to — spot, the 


4 


n „„ 
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train gradually disappeared. Since that pe- 


od the Princess d'Aschekof has been se- 
veral times spoken to concerning it, whose | 
only answer bas always been; * 2 pre- 
e cautions were well taken.. 
It is probable that this machine was oct 
in play, i in order to diffuse amongst the po- 
pulace and the slayes, a vague rumour of 
mperor; to remove by 
"ads means; were it only ſor the moment, 
every idea of resistance, and by thus joining 
surprize to seduction, F to render the procla- 
mation general and ananimous. And cer- 
tain it is, of all this multitude which choak- 
ed up the streets and the square, scarcely 
twen ty persons, even in the Palace, knew 


precisely what they were about. The com- 
monalty and the soldiers not knowing 


whether the Emperor was really alive or 
dead, and continuing to repeat in their ac- 
W e * word houra, which is no- 
8 ting 


) 

thing More than ery of j joy, without" any 
other meaning, believed they were pro- 
claiming the ybung Grand Duke, Emperor, 
and giving the Regency only to the mo- 
ther. Several of the 'conspirators, in their” 
first eagerness to inform their friends, had 
_ written to them this false intelligence. The 

| ene ARE SRI an air of joy on this 
ccount. * No idea of injustice disturbed 
the public happiness, and friends embraced 
each other with mutual congratulations. 5 
But a manifests which was distributed 
throughout the city soon disclosed the true 
design: a printed manifesto, which Odard, 
the Piedmontese, had concealed for several 
days in his apartment, not without the 
most deadly apprehensions : and this man 
the f next day said, : appearing to breathe 
more at his ease: © At length I am under 
4 no apprehensions of being broke upon 
* the wheel. ws This writin g announced, 
„ 1 : P 7 « That 
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tho Etnprebs praotisirig $a at p 

tion. A tumultuous council was held in 
her presence, upon what course they 
ſhould. next purzue. Each one excited: bů 
elf of importance, proposed, and discover 
od. nn. 3 mee, 


eee ee it was detertnined that all this 


host ſhould; be instantiy led against the 
Emperor. A great murmur Which ares 
among the soldiers, .anterrupted the cousn- 
eil. Always alarmed for. the safety of the 
were going every moment-0 arrive, they 

considexed. her as too much exposed in this 
h e P 8 e 


Gus) 


palace, which being * by the 
men ohh dne Aide und being stil unfinich- | 
. ed, appeared totally defenceless;' they 

not, they said, answer for her safety. They 
ae with loud cries, that she should 
> be condu ted to an ancient palace built of 
| e aer r smaller, which overlooks the 
same square, and which they could encom- 
pass round and round. The Em press ac- 
; cordingly crossed the square, amidst the | 


e most tumultuous acclamations. Beer and 


brandy were distributed to the soldiers. All 
of them had resumed their ancient uni- 
forms, having thrown away, with marks of 

derision, a a new uniform. in the . 
style, Which the Emperor had just given 
them, and which, in that frozen climate, 
leſt the soldiers almost naked. They re- 
ceived with hisses such as ran with precipi- | 
tation? to. . in 


dress; and the nbw. caps, tossed from hand 
to hand; like e _ ee 


| Fri 
be had ordered „ ee as soon as he 
: bad Pr a with the regiments | 
of guards. The officers:of this corps had 
refused to march; they were all arrested, 
and other officers, in different uniforms, 
were appointed to lead on the soldiers, 
whose ill will was evident. 
© Towards noon; e of the Rus- 
sian clergys all of them old men of a ve- 
melee is well known of what 
tince the smallest things, capable of 


e the imagination, become in such 
unn * all with fine white N 


e | and 
3 % re 9 
, . 0 1 0 
* : 
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* all drcsstd in spleri- 
did and eee. the 
. ornaments of cc Sera | rov 
imperial; abb ndbeo mend i gem me £ 
peaceſul and mzjestic *procession passed 
along the whole of this army, on which 
dentiment, of respect impressed a moment 
taky silance. + They ascontled tb thẽ pala 
t consterate tlie Empress, and that spec 
_ tacks imprinted vn every heurt an (inde 
. $onibable- emption, whidh stemed . | 
| YON Sa — 0: 21181 
sed herself in the landient e 
guards, which she:borrowed of a young of- 
foer of the Same stature with henself TO 
ue impressive ceremonies oflreligiom auo- 
ceded a toilet in the martinl style; iwhibieh | 
* A 2 3 a xtill die- 


bug | | Toes ki | 
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hl from the several inland 


who surrounded her, a hat, a sword, and, 


above all, the ribbon of the first order of 


the Empire, which her huſband had quit- 
f ted, with a determination no longer to wear 

any other than that of Prussia. In this 
new dress she mounted on horseback at the 
gate of her palace, and accompanied by the 
Princess d Aschekoff, likewise on horse- 


back, and in the uniform of the guards, | 
she rode round the grand square, announ- 
i oed herself to the troops as having an inten- : 
tion to be herself their General and by 


her smiling and intrepid air, she gave to 
the multitude that confidence which — 


5 herself had derived from them. £9 e 


The regiments began to file off, in Mader 
to leave the city, and march against the 
Emperor. The Empress re- entered her pa- 
wo and mm close to an open” window, 

| which 


. 
— — 


” 
: : 
1 
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which looked towards the square. From 
| the: manner. in which she held her glass, 
she appeared to salute the troops, who an- 
swered by a long acclamation. She then 
remounted her — and enen 
head of her army. n 0 Nn 
A hole city had id its. nigh; 
| an army had revolted, yet without the least 
disorder; and aſter their departure, there 
remained not at Petersburgh the least 
symptom of commotion. About six O clock 
a regiment of three thousand cossacks, 
which was passing by at some distance, 
and which the emissaries of the Empress 
; had fallen in with before those of the Em- 
Ye through the oity, in order 
- te let: her, well armed, well mounted, 


and officered by men of singular politeness. 


This prooession had the appearance of the 
celebration of some festival, which impres- | 
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sed upon every imagination the ibs of the 


rn 8 


the beer security. 
A short n psd will be 
necessary to elucidate the events which 
Lam going to relate. The river Neva falls 
into the sea at the extremity of the Gulf 
of Finland, and appears as if it were a pro- 
longation of that Gulf. At twelve leagues 
distance from its mouth, and upon several 
islands where the breadth of the different 
channels forms a most delightful prospect, 
stands the city of Petersburgh, built about 
sixty years ago, on n low and marshy soil; 
but which, by the want of solidity in the 
first hastily constructed buildings, and by 
the frequeney of conflagrations, is already, 
hy means of the ruins, raised more than 
three feet. In going down the river, the 
right bank is still uncultivated, and covered 
r inte forests. The left bank is 
e bordered | 


r * K 5 . 7 * 
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dbordered by a ridge of hills, which preserve | 
= T- the same height throughout, until the two _- 
I I 1 8 457 sides of the river stretch out as far as the 
= OY * eye can reach, and leave between them 
. nothing but a vast sea. At this point, on 
e top of the heights, in a delightful situ- 
ation, is the castle of Oranienbaum. It 
was built by the celebrated Menchikof; 
and upon the disgrace of that favourite, the 
confiscation of his property transferred it 
to the crown. It was the appropriate ooun- 
try residence where the Emperor had spent 
| the days of his youth: For his instruc- 
| "tion, a kind of fortress had been built there, 
Ko the ramparts of which were scarcely six feet 
High, constructed merely to convey to tlie 5 
young Prince an idea of a great fortifica- 
lion, in itself useless for any purpose of 
© defence. With the same view, they had 
collected an arsenal, of no use as a reposi- 97 


1 bets 5 of 888 and which could be consi- 
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dered only as a cabinet of military curio- 
sities, among which were preserved the 
most glorious trophies of the Empire, the 
standards taken from the Swedes and 
Prussians. The Emperor was remarkably | K 
attached to this castle, and there he now 
was with three thousand men of his own. 
troops of Holstein. 2 8 
Opposite, and in sight of this castle, in 
the very mouth of the river, is built, upon 
an island, the city of Cronstadt. The 
houses, constructed during the reign of 
Peter che First, and always uninhabited, 
are beginning to tumble into ruins; it's 
harbour is safe and commodious, and ap- 
pears on that side of the island which looks 
to Oranienbaum. All this side is strongly 
fortified. The fortifications upon the other 
side have not been finished, but this branch 
of the river, sufficiently dangerous of it- 
self, had boos en impracticable, by 
2 . unn 
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8 in enormous masses of rock. It 
ph was in the barbour of this island that a 
great part of the fleet, ready to sail for 
Holstein, well provided with every neces- 
sary, and fully manned, was stationed 
under the immediate direction of the Em- 
peror-- The other part of the fleet, equally. 

under his command, was at Revel, an an 
dient city, hunted further, off. upon the: 
Same gulf. 

Along the heights 8 Agony over . | 
river, berween Oranienhaum and Peters- 
burgh, are built, ; in pleasant woods, and at 

a little distance from each other, ae coun- 
wy Seats of the Russian nobility. In the 
midst of them is a magnificent palace built 
by Peter the first, on his return from 
France, in the hope of being able to imi- 
tate, in his gardens, by the assistance of | 
ile seca, the water- works of Versailles. It 
was here Yak they had os sent ta find the | 


* roms ; 
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Empress; and her residence, as may bo 
seen, was happily chosen: between Peters- 


rd where the conspiracy was going 


=_ and the ih org coast 15 Fin- 


| — to this castle, named Petersboff, 
that is, Peterscourt, that the Emperor was 


do come that very day, Saint Peter's day, 


do oclchrate the foatival.of the Saint whoes 


name he bore. 


3— che e 
eurity. When they informed him of che 
symptoms of a conspiracy, and even told 
him the news of a conspirator's having been 


arrested, he replied: He is some mad- 
< man.“ He had set out from Oranien- 
daum, and was proceeding gaily, in a large 
open carriage, with his mistress, the Prus- 


sian minister, and a seleetion of the finest 
women of his court. Every countenance. 
| / PN appeared | 


Oran ienbaum, where the court . 
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appeared to be animated by the pleasures 
of the festival * but at Petershoff, whither 
he had almost arrived, every thing was al- 


ready in confusion. They had discovered 


the flight of the Empress. They had 


sought for her in vain in the gardens and 

55 in the woods. A sentinel said he had seen, 
about ſour in the morning, two ladies go 
out of the park. Those who arrived 


from Petersburgh, not suspecting what had 


been going on in the barracks at the tine 
of their departure, not only brought no 


news, but affirmed with oaths that there 


was nothing new. One of these and one 
of the chamberlains of the Empress, were 

making the best of their way on foot, upon 
te road by which the Emperor was com- 

ing. They met his favourite, the aid-de- 


camp Goudowitz, who. preceded hn ch 


borseback. They thought it best to com- 


municate the | intelligence to him. The 
. | : Ox aid- 
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— returned with all speed, n 
ped the coach, in spite of the Emperor, 
who called out, © What nonsense is this? 
and approached to whisper in his ear. The 
Emperor grew pale and said: Let me be 
„get down.” He stopped some time on 

the road, and questioned bis aid- de camp 
with great eagerness; and, perceiving they 
were near one of the park gates, he order- 
ed all the ladies to alight, left them in the 
middle of the road surprized and alarmed | 
 *@ this movement, of the cause of which 
they were ignorant; only told them to join 
him at the castle by the alleys of the park, 
and remounted the carriage precipitatel7 
with a few men. He drove with prodi- 
gious speed, ran, upon his arrival, to the 
chamber of the Empress, looked under the 
bed, opened the closets; struek the cieling 
and the wainscots with his cane; and, 


_m__ his nn running towards him 
Mai urrounded 


E 


currounded by all thee young womon, be 
exied out to her: I was in the right when 
I told you she was capable of any thing.” 
Around him, all his courtiers, suspeeting 
in their hearts the fatal truth, kept a pro- 
found, silence, either that, in mistrust of 
eaeh other, they perceived already all they 
had; to provide against, or even perhaps 
dreading at such a time to incense their 8 
Sovereign by alarming. hin. The lowest 
ol the domestzes, instructed by the peagants 
| whom they had met in the woods, «ar by. 
their omn comjectures, wers already re- 
counting to eachother hat was going on 
| xg, whilst the court appeared 
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= to cuspect nothing of the matter. A foreign 


lackey. arriving from the eity, (he was a 
. young Frenchman, who, full of the notions 
of his, own. country, having seen the tu: 
mult commence, without ever conceiving 


ö what was the object of Wy very much asto- 
oba 9 nished 
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ado at the coniternation which he found 
at Petershoff, happened to say, with some- 
what of precipitation, that the Empress 
c was not lost; that she was at Peters- 
ec hurgh; and that the festival of St. Peter 
er was going to be kept there in à superior 
* stile of elegance, for that all the troops 
«© were drawn up in arms.“ Wbilst the 
Emperor, through the abe of this re- 
cital, discovered chat his reign was at an 

end, a peasant, taking advantage of the 


T7 general confusion, entered, making, ac- 


2 cording to the custom of his country, a 
| number of signs of the cross and prostra- 
tions, advanced towards the Emperor in 
silence, drew a billet out of his bosom, and 
put it into his e with 8 e 

to heaven. „% De en 29 0 24300 
It was that servant in OS 8 0 in 
| obedience. to the orders which he had re- 


5 . ceived from his ak to . this billet 
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en ae bands but those of the Prince 


himself, had already to no purpose sought 
to ſind access to him in the woods. Every | 
one,'m silence and uncertainty, surround- 


ed the Emperor, who, having cast his eyes 
over the billet, read it aloud. It was con- 


6 5 ceived i in these terms: The regiments. of 


5 bis influence over the minds of the people, 
and over that of the Empress, | 


"a ies: 1 the en 18 


b into the church of Cazan; 
15 «all the people appear to follow this move- 
175 6 ment, and the faithful - mn of your 


« Majesty do not appear. The Emperor 
exclaimed: © Well, Gentlemen, you see 


. « that I judged right. Immediately the = 


re man of the empire, the High | 
> | Woron rons0f, having spoken of | 


: ing to. Petersburgh; and indęed, upon 
ne the Empress, . . 
A £ ed 


* 


ed to ber all the W — of that en- 


terprize. She replied, pointing to the peo- 
ple, and the army, * It is not my act, but 


cc that of the whole nation.“ The High 


| Chancellor replied, | that he saw it very 
_ _ plainly, took the oath. to her, and hastened 


to add; © That being unable to serve her 
on a military expedition, and fearing, 


* after the representations he had just made 
« to her, that he might be an object of 
4 guspicion, he entreated her to put him 


cc under arrest at his own house, under the 


— 


* guard of an officer, who should on no 


_  gecontit; quit him; and thus, whatever 


might be-the event, he. found himoelf se- 
eure on both sides. Frpined des 


In the mean time the age sent or- 


f ders to his troops of Holstein to come to 
him immediately, with tbeir field pieces. 
HFussar were dispatched in every direction 


n Petersburgh to gain intelligence; 7 


* | =” 
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to all the neighbouring: villages to ect 
ble the peabantryi and to all the regiments 
which had filed off to the environs, to re- 
cal them if it was yet time. He appointed, 
| as commander i in chief, that Chamberlain 
| « the Empress who had come to meet 
him, to give him notice of her flight. He 
gave orders to send to Petersburgh for his 
own regiment, and many laid hold of that 
pretext to desert him. He flew about like 
. a madman. Hle gave directions instantly 
dl put the Empress tel death. He. fre- 
quently called ſor drink. | 
against her two — filled with 
the most bitter invectiyes. He employed 
a great number of his courtiers in trans- 
eribing, and of hHussars in distributing, co- 
pies of them. Finally, in this <ttootpity; 
he resolved to leave off tbe f 
form and ribbon, and resumed . _ 


: fun ofthe Ns mpire. 


This whole court traversed the gar- 
dens, scattered about, m lost i in conster- 
nation: but Munick wished to save his be- 
nefactor. The reputation of his former 
victories had procured bim admission into 
this Court, so military-mad ;- and aſter 
twenty years banisbment, finding nothing 
there but that new exercise, become the 
universal mania of Europe, and in which 
the youngest lieutenant infallibly surpasses 
the oldest general, he had hitherto preserv- 
ed silence. But in times of imminent dan- 
ger, great talents resume, of themselves, all 
their ascendency; and without doubt, he 
promised hiniself, in saving the Emperor, 
to become once more master of the Em- 
pire. He made a calculation to this Prince 
both of the advantage of time and force 
Possessed by the Empress; concluded, 
that she would arrive in a few hours with 


. 1 thouband men and a formidable 


C train 


„ : 
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hy, rh of er Þ | proved, i that bei. 


e eee be put in a state 


Hof deſence; and added, cc that from the 


f knowledge which he had of the Russian 
« zoldiery, a slight resistance would only 


*,occagion the massacre of the Emperor, 


* and of the women who accompanied 


nstadt presented to him 


3 both saſety and awry caliatberonnions 


is garrison, and a fleet ready 


— wll-the women he had about 
* him would become 50 many hostages; 
that every thing depended rs PH a 

« single day; that this popular i movement, 


ce this commotion of a night, N sub- 


aids af delg, ot it it chould- eoiitione, 
the Emperor wight oppose at least equal 


ae and make Petersburgh tremble.” 


This advice revived their drooping opt 
| ee \Even those who had already medi- 


tated 


* 
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_ tated their escape, seeing the FEY be- 
ccming uncertain, resolved to follow! the 

Emperor, to remain attached to his fortune, 
if he proved successful, or to watoh the 

opportunity, if be failed, of betraying him 

for their qwa advantage. A General uhe 

Was devoted to him, was sent to Cronstadt, 

to take the command of that city, and an 

aid-de camp returned to announce, * that 
< the garrizon remained steady in their 
© allegiance, that they were determined to 
die for the Emperor, that he was expected 
there, and that they were labouring with - 
the most earnest eee | 
« * defence.” 

In the interval his W troops 
having arrived, and the certainty of an asy- 
lum affording him some security, he was 
anxious that they should be brought 4 inte 
action. His military mania seizinig hirn, | 
he said, © that it ould be base to y with- 
* out 


0 0 0 


* out . the enemy.“ ' "Two yachts 
had been brought cloſe to the water-side; 
and having i in vain attempted. to persuade 
bim to embark, buffoons and favourite lac- 
duehs were employed to bring him to that 
resolution, but he treated them as pol- 
trons. He examined what advantage 
ae be taken of some little heights. . 


df, While he was losing himself in making 8 


| these-silly dispositions, intelligence as re- 
ceeixed by some hussars, who had been car- 
ried. off by those of the Empress in advan- 
eing * reconnaitre ; that in Petersburgh 
hing had yielded to this Princess, 
and that he was -at the head of twenty- 
E . Yusand men. While the clock was strik- 
ing cight, an aid-de-camp arrived post- 
haste to announce, that this army, in order 
of battle, was upon it's march to Peters- 
boff. At this news the Emperoi ; followed 
f * his whole court, hurried t to. the. water- 
side, 
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side, threw, themselves on board the two 
yachts4 and the formidable expedient 
which Munick had suggested, was ſollow- 
ed merely from fear. Perhaps we ought 
not to omit mentioning one trait, unim- 
'E portant indeed i in itself, did it not demon- 
strate with what profound indifference one 
may be a witness of such tremendous event. 
An eye-witness-of this flight, who remain- 
ed quietly on shore, having given an ac- 
count of it the next day, was asked, (how 
it was possible for him to refrain from 
40 following bis-master, on an embarkation 
n contend for his crown and life?“ He 
replied, I was, indeed, ready to embark, 
but it was late, the wind was in the north, 
« and I had no cloak. 
They made for Cronstadt with press o 
oar and sail; but, since the answer brought 
by the aid- de- camp, there had happened 
in _ o a very extraordinary change. 
8 In 


— 


Mis 


0 156) 


In the tations council; which in ie 
morning had been held at Petersburgh, 
while the insurrection was at the height, 
the city of Cronstadt hadi been ſor a long 
time overlooked. A young German officer 

was the first who mentioned it's name, and 
ee word proc red ſor him a well- 
meritecd recompende. & Russian, Vice- 
Admiral Tulizine, undertook to go to that 
eityf und departed alone in a shallop. He 
forbade his bargemen, as they valued their 
lives to tell whenee he came. On his ar- 
rival at Cronstadt, the Commandant, WO 
had given orders, that no one should 
enter without his express permission, hap- 

{pins to be'on the spot as'he- approached, 
and perceiving he came unattended, per- 
mitted him to come on shore. He asked 

him the news: Talizine replied, That 

4 hetknew of none; that at his countty- 

* house;"which he had just left, he heard 


KK : . a rumour ; 


610 
6e rumour of some disturbances at Peters- 
burgh; and that as his proper station 
* was on board, he had made the best of 
e his way to · his post. The Commandant 
believed him, but as soon as he had parted 
with Talizine, this last collects a few, gol- - 
said to them, © the Emperor is dethroned; 

te you must make a merit of giving up 
| Cronstadt to the Empress, and your for- 
tune is made.” They followed him. He 
arrested the Commandant; and haying as- | 
sembled the garrison and the marine troops, 
he harangued them, and persuaded them 
to take the oaths to the Empress. Already 
they perceived, ata distance, the two im- | 
perial galleys; and Talizine, become mas- 
ter of that city by a bold stroke, was sen- 
sible, that the sight alone of the Emperor 
would expose every thing again to danger, 
Lore that it Was necessary to prevent men 
8 3 from 
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Bond pursuing their reflections. Immedi- 
ately; by bis order, the alarm-bell was rung 

in the city; the whole garrison prepared to 
fire, line the ramparts; two hundred matches 
blaze at the touch-hole of as many cannon. 
Towards ten in the evening, the Emperor's 
Facht arrives, and they prepared to disem- 
bark. A ery is raised of, Who lives?” 
A The Emperor.” —* There is no Em- 
pa .. At this terrible word, he raised 
biwmself up, advances, and drawing aside 
his cloak to shew his order, he says: It 
is I; don't you know me? ?” and prepares 
to come on shore. The whole guards 
joined to the sentinels on duty, presented 
their bayonets, the Commandant threatens 
to fire if they did not retreat; the Emperor 
falls into the arms of thass who followed 
him; and from the shore Talizine calls 
aloud to the two yachts to push off, or he 
5 would en e discharge of the ar- 
wy 


. 
ulery upon them. The whole multitude 
repeats, © Off with the galley, off with the 


N galley" '—with such a violent rage, that 
the Captain, under the shower .of bullets 


which was going to tear him to pieces, 


took a speaking trumpet, and cried, We 
c are going to move off; give us time to 
4 unmoor.“ And that no time might be 
lost, he ordered the cables to be cut. The 
sound of the speaking trumpet produced, 

in the city, a tremendous silence; and, as 
the galley retired, a shout still more tre- 
mendous of Long live the Empress Ca- 
8 tharine.” Whilst they were retreating 


with the utmost exertion of the rowers, the. 


Emperor said, weeping: The plot is ge- 
* neral; I have f Seen this mn? 
from the first day of my reign.“ He 

went down, rather dead than alive, into 


the cabin of the yacht, Whither his mis- | 


tress, and the father of that young woman, 


were 


— 


- 
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were the only perons EY followed Abe 5 


a The two vessels, when got deyond the 


each of cannon shot, stopped;, and, no or- 


| erging. given, they remained as if in 1 


-pectation of them, lying upon their bars. 
The whole night, which wus calm, passed | 


pw away in this manner, Munick remaining 
; quietly upon deck, contemplating the 
ebene — and h bine if fe, 


| Si of the young women, 1 5 
themselves have related,” repeated to each 


other in a Whisper, the me from the 


aw wech * What had wo” to do in this 


« galley? “ 1 fs 85 3 : 


When andes eee ab nn! 
5 ey and were arranged i in or- 
Aer of battle, it was too late for the army | 
to make much progross the nme day. That 


Princess, :fr6t the futigues of the preced- | 
aich, and of such a day, took a few 
boum 


Holsteinese troops, which had been drawn 
up before Petershotf 7; but after the mbar. 


As) 


hours rest. at a castle on the road. Dole 


arrival at this place, sbe had called for some 


hments and had. presented part of 


them to some of the subaltern officers, e 


were gealous in offerin g her their servicesz 
She said to them: I wish to have nothinmę 


unt i cannot divide with vo, 


kation of the Emperor, they had received 


tershoff was evacuated. However, the pea- 
sants of the neighbouring villages, Wbom 


they: had sent to collect, were arrived there, | 
| armed with Pitch-forks and noyThes, and, 


binding neither. troops nor orders, waited, 


in a state of total confusion, to see What 
0 they were to do, under the command of 
dhe hassars, who hacl àssemibled them. Or- 
ll. ee, volunteer in the arm v, who ad- 


vanced 


oy 


5 EY 


\ 


: moe about FRE in the x morning to recon 
| noitre, fell upon these poor fellows. with 
blows from the flat side of his sabre, crying 
aloud: Long live the Empress! They 


fled, (throwing. down their arms, and re- 


Fs peating: | i Long. live the Empress! The 

army having then advanced without any 
_. obstacle beyond Petershoff, the Empress 
retentered as, Sovereign into that castle, 


from which she had gone out as a fugitine 


5 twenty four hours before. e e e 


In the mean time the Emperor, who had ; 
rempinted.: on: the water, and reduced from 
a power so vast, in the space of a ſew hours, 
to two pleasure yachts, his useless fortress 


of Oranienbaum, and a few dispirited fo- a 
reign troops, without ammunition, and 
without provisions, between a fleet ready 

to pour forth it's whole thunder upon him, 
an army in the first rage of sedition, and 


two cities which rejected him, called field- | 
margzal ; 


. 


1 


| Marshal. Munick into the ext of his ves- 
sel, and said to him:  Field-Marshat, I 
«-oug ht to have followed your ade 80511. 
er; but under the present circumstances, 
9 have experienoed so many ex- 


t tremities, what is there still left me to 


© «:46?” Munick- replied; « That nothing 
_ «was lost; that he must, without losing 
Han instant, push forward to Nevel) there 
© take a sbip of war, set sail for Prussia, 
<« where his army was, re-enter his states 
« at thẽ head of eighty thousand men, and 
che pledged himself, that in six weeks; he 
5 c would give him back his ne in a 
* gtate of subjection 
The courtiers, and the young women 
had entered:with Munick, to hear from his 
lips what hope yet remained; they replied, 
that the rowers had not sufficient strengt 
left to carry them to Reyel”— Very 
_ © well,” said Mumiek, © we will all put our 
j .- ma 
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2 « hands to the oar/and help them.” | The 
3 court shuddered at this proposition; ä 
and, whether flattery bad not yet forsaken 
3 this unhappy Prince, or whether he was 
| Surrounded by treachery; for how 1s it pos- 
sible to distinguich the difference of their 
language? They represented to him, 
That he was very far from being reduced 
< to such an extremity; that it did- not be- 
4, « come 50 powerful an, Emperor to depart 
4 from his kingdom i ina single vessel; that 
A it was not possible the whole nation could 
1 0 5 have revolted against him, and that with- - 
< out doubt the intention of this commo- 
„ tion was to effect a reconciliation be- 


0 ge him and bis wife. . 


Peter made up his a to attempt a re- 
| conciliation; and, with the air of a man 
who is going to grant a pardon, he order- 

ed himself to be landed at Oranienbaum. 
But his domestics, melted into tears, hav- 
Sn „„ „„ — ing 


e 8 
ing come to receive him on the beach, he 
said to them: 10 My children, all is over 
4 with us,” and their consternation recall- 
ed all his own. By them he was informed, | 
that the army of the Empress was already 
at hand, and immediately he gave secret 
orders to saddle, with the utmost dispatch, 
one of his fleetest horses, determined to fly 
1 alone, and in disguise, till he should reach 
Poland. But the agitation of his mind very . | 
soon reducing him to a state of indecision, 
his mistress, seduced by the bopes of find- 
ing an asylum, and perhaps, at the same 
time, a throne for herself, persuaded him 
to send to the Empress to ask permission 
for them to depart together for the Dutchy | 
of Holstein. This was, according to her 
idea, giving up every thing to the Empress, 5 
who could desire nothing better than an 
accommodation so favou rable to her ambi- | 


tious views; and, when the servants of the 
7 2 Emperor 


Y 


: | Emperor . 15 Father 3 put 


slight 
mantle every thing which could have con- 
tributed to a short defence, caused the can- 
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* you. to death, his mistress replied to 


them, « Why will you. . pt: mas- 


ce ter? mo ; Pf '4Þ 
This was his last ditions and i imme- 


_ diately on the general representation, that 


the only possible means of escaping the first 
fury of the soldiers, was not to make the 
8t resistance, he gave orders to dis- 


non to be dismounted, his soldiers to be 


* dixbanded, and to lay down their arms. At . 


this spectacle, Munick, fired with indigna- 


tion, demanded, If he did not know how | 
4 to die like an Emperor, at the head of 


cc his troops? If you are afraid, said he to 


| him, « of the stroke of a sabre, take a cru- 
* cifix.m your hand, they will not dare to | 


mee. we m0 lead the 


(ws 0 


in the determination which he had 


| He wrote to his wife, that he resigned to 


her the Empire of Russia, and asked her 


permission to retire into his Dutehy of 


«x 


Holstein, in company with the frail Wo- 


a e, and his aid-de-camp Goudowitz. 
lain, whom he had named 


b was charged with 


de delivery of this letter; and, in the mean 


time, all those of the courtiers of this 
| Prince who could find small boats, theew 
themselves aboard, POOP 
| The Empress, in reply, sent him a re- 


nunciation to sign, which: was couched-in 


5 3 following terms: 


„During the short n A my _ 


1 « med government of the Russian Em- 
2 pire, I have clearly discovered that my 
4 powers were not sufficient to support 80 5 


77 vast a 2 that it was a task ſar 


6c above 
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7 ben my abilities to. ae that empire, 
FE not merely as a Sovereign, but in any 
e manner whatever; I have likewise per- 
e © ceived. the convulsion it has under- 

8 gone, which must have issued in it's 
| 5 total ruin, and, at the same time, have 
< overwhelmed' me in eternal disgrace. 
« After mature deliberation, therefore, upon 
the subject, J declare, without compul- 
sion, and in the most solemn manner, 
| « to the Empire of Russia, and to all 


E the world, that 1 renounce, ſor my 


0 whole life, the government of the said 
4 empire, not wishing to reign over it either 
4 8 4 Sovereign, or under any other ſorm 
1 of government, and without ever aspiring 
a to attain to it by any assistance whatso- 

4 ever. In testimony of which, I make an 

4 oath before God and the whole universe, 
© having written and subscribed this re- 


* nunciation with yn hand.” a At 
ee | b What 


/ 
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What was any * to hk feared from 
a man who could so far demean himself as | 
to transcribe and sign such a writing as 
this? Or what opinion must we form of a 
nation to en * man was an ee 

Ther same — „after bing 
carried this renunciation to the Empress, 
returned immediately with orders to make 
the soldiers of Holstein lay down their 
arms. This they did with marks of indig- 
nation, and were confined in barns. He 
then caused the Emperor to go into a 
coach , accompanied by his: mistress and his 
favourite, and carried _ off, without 
any escort to Petershoff. 

Peter, in putting e into ther power 
ol his wife, was not entirely destitute of 
hope; The first troops which he met had 
never before seen him; they consisted of 
chose three thousand Cossacks whom 
chance - 


cm). 


proach ght to witnegs/ this 


_themithe least unessiness. "Bites soon as 
the army perceived him, the unanimous 
ahcuts'of = Long live Catliarine, begar 
on every side. EK was in the 
midat of this new 5 
witty unremitting: fury, that he passed 
- through all the regiments. His head turn- 
ed On arriving at the grand stair ease, 
and alighting from the coach, his mistress 
was carried off by the soldiers, who:tore off 
ber i ribbon. His favourite presuming to 
answer the soldiers with a haughty air, and 
io reproach them with the crime they were 
- committing, was interrupted with loud 
ed alone, agitated with rage. They cried 
5 w bim: * Undtess yourself;” and no one 


— 
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of these rebels putting forth his hand to. 
assist him, he himself tore off his ribbon, 
his sword, his clothes, saying,“ Well then 
*I amm at your dispogal,” They permitted 
and barefooted, exposed to the derigion of 
the soldiers. Thus was Peter for ever se- 
parated from his mistress and his favourite, 
| and shortly after they were all three; cat- 
ried away in different directions. ander 
strong escorts. i TY en 2 10 419797 
The city of. Seed had ee, in a 
tate of anxious expectation since the de- 
parture of the Empress; four and twenty 
hours had elapsed without any intelligence 


from her; and it could be easily perceived, 


from the different rumours whieh were Cit» 
culated, that upon the slightest glimpse of 
hope the Emperor would still have found 
partazans there. Foreigners were not with- 
| ane, being well aware, that true Rus- 
2000 Kone” 3 | sians, 


- 4 


sians, detesting not only new manners, but 
every thing which comes to them from 
| other countries, have sometimes demanded 
of their Sovereigns, as the reward of their 
services, permission to massacre strangers. 
Whatever the event might be, they were 
under dreadful apprehensions of the effects 
* of the licentiousness or the fury,of the sol- 


Towards five o'clock in the evenin g the 
report of cannon was heard at a distance; 
the attention was general. They were 
me able to distinguish, from the regular 
intervals of each discharge, that it was a 
salute of rejoicing; the event was easily 
conjectured; and from that moment no- 
thing was perceivable i in the geneeal mind 
but a similar disposition. 28510 [ 
The Empress slept at Peterhof, and 
next morning, at her levee,” her former | 


Lonfidantes, WhO had | Aboard her in the 
| hour 


4 — # ++ 2 
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hour of misfortune, the young females who 
| had always followed the Emperor, the 
courtiers, who, in order to govern this 
Prince, had, for so many years, fomented 
the hatred which he bore to his wife, came 

in a body to prostrate their faces in the 
dust before her. Many of them were rela- 

tions of the frail Woronsof, and the Prin- 

.  cess d' Aschekof her sister, perceiving them 


on the ground, threw herself down amongst 


them, saying, Madam, here is my family 

« which I have sacrificed to you.” The 
Empress received them all with | the. most 
fascinating kindness. In their presence she 
presented to her the ribbon and the jewels 
of her sister. Munick was in this crowd: 
she said to him: © You had a wish to fight 
t against me.” „Jes, Madam,” he re- 
plied, and now it is my duty to fight in 
0 your cause. She manifested so much 


puren and kindness for him, that soon 
U 2 atter, 


(6 ) 


after, Sw the genius of this ena, 
be offered to communicate to her, in a se- 
1 ries of audiences, every circumstance which 
i long life spent in the practice of the arts, 
in war, in the administration of affairs, and 
in exile, had made known to him, respect- 
ing all the parts of that vast empire; whe- 


ter it was that he was actually touched 


with the generous and unexpectedly gra- 
eious reception she had given him, or whe. 


ther, as is more generally believed, his am- 
bition still ee him to make this at- 

tempt. EIT e 
> Phat same day, the return to the city 

was a triumph, and the soldiers, in their 
| rejoicings, were kept under the Same. strict 
e e as in their insurrection. 

The Empress was rather overheated; a 
dhe eruption of reddish spots appeared 
on her skin. She spent a-few days in re- 
n herself. This new court pre- 
SS sented 


C5 


„ Y 
sented a spectacle highly thy of atten- 
tion; in which the rejoicings for a success 
80 signal did not prevent any one from 
exereising the most unremitting vigilance; 
the most exact precaution reigned in the 
midst of the disorder, in which the cour- 
tiers were already trying to regain, by their | 
skill-in the arts of a court, the advantage 


over those officious conspirators, elated by 


the serviee they had just rendered; in 
which the different ranks of royal favour, 
not being yet ascertained, every one wish- 
ed to appear what he had a Trey to 
become. ELLEN 

It was bios those ak uv that the 
Kees d'Aschekof, entering the apart- 
ment of the Empress with a liberty rather 
too familiar, perceived, with astonishment, 
Orlof on a long chair, with his leg unco- 
vered, and the Empress herself dressing a 
contusion which he had received on that 


„ 
| leg. The Princess used the freedom to ex- 
postulate with her on such an excess of 
kindness; and, soon aſterwards, on GY 
more clearly how the case stood, she as- 
sumed the tone of a severe censor. Her 
projects of liberty, her eagerness to take a 
lead i in state affairs; the intelligence re. 
ceired from foreign countries, in which the 
honour of the conspiracy was universally 

ascribed to her, whereas Catharine wished 
it to appear, that she had been elevated to 
the throne by election, and had perhaps 
actually persuaded herself that this was the 
case; in a word, the whole taken together, 
gave high offence; and her disgrace was 
already resolved on, during the days of a 
bright sunshine of ſavour, which was ns: 
ed to keep up appearances. : 

| It was not long before Orlof en ml 
| aides attention. That tender familiarity 
| nh is the consequence of an attach- 
| ment 


80 ) "Ne 
ment of long standing, was observed to ex- 
ist between the Empress and this man, 


5 who was till that time unknown. The as- 
tonishment of the court was extreme. The 


grandees, many of whom believed that they 
had acquired rights over the heart of their 
Sovereign, had no conception that, not- 
withstanding his very obscurity, this rival 5 
could bavex Scaped them, and they perceiv- 
e, with the most violent indignation, that 
they had been labouring merely to exalt him. 
Whether jt was boldness on his. part, or A 
formed design to reduce his rivals to: si- 
lence, or a premeditated concert between 
his mistress and him, to Justify the gran 
deur she designed to lavish on him, he 
had the insolence to say to her, at a public 
dinner, That he was absolute master of 
« the guards, and that to dethrone her, he 
Kc had but to speak the word.” Every one 
present was highly offended, indignant re- 
plies 
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b were e made by some; but such mt 
servants were but indifferent eourtiers; . 
they ruined themselves, and the ambition 
of Orlof overleaped all bounds. © 
The city of Moscow, the capital of the 
Empire, received the news of the revolu- 
tion in a manner which gave much unea- 
siness. It is in this great city that the 
Muscovite nation does in reality reside, 
Petersburgh being only the residence of 
the court. Five regiments composed the 
| Rartizon , and the governor, having caused 
to be given to each soldier twenty rounds 
of shot, assembled them on the great square 
of the ancient palace of the Czars, an old 
citadel called the Cremeline, built four 
centuries ago, and which was the first 


5 cradle of the Muscovite power. Hither he 
summoned all the people, who, alarmed at 


the distributibn of the cartridges, but at 
the same time attracted by curiosity, came 
5 8 8885 flocking 


(46 


; flocking | from all parts, and el in as 
great a crowd as the fortress was ufficient 
to contain. The governor then read | aloud | 
the manifesto, by which the Empress an- 
nounced her ACCESSION to the throne, and 
the fall. of her husband; and when he had 
done reading it, he cried out: Long live 
the Empress Catharine the ond but 
all this immense crowd, and the five.regi- 
ments, observed a profound silence. He 
repeated the same exclamation; the same 
silence continued. He was interrupted 
only by: a hollow. murmuring of the 
Soldiers, who ; muttered. among them- 25 
selves, that the regiments of guards should 
dispose of the throne at their pleasure. 
The goyernor earnestly pressed the officers 
who surrounded bim, to join in the acela- 
mation; and they re· commenced toge- 
ther the shout of Long live the Em- 
4 nk trembling all the while for fear of 
» being 


* . 5 * N 0 | * 5 * 8 * * 
8 9 r 8 4 F J n = 1 x 2 mY _ Ls 
4 2 N 2 7 8 2 * * * * 
* . 8 * A ft 
\ 7 » — . . 4 
* ” o 5 
2 4 7 3 * 
* * 
* 1 
* 
* 5 5 
* 1 
« — 
g . 1 
— 9 : 
* 
4 & 
\ 
— * * 
- * 
* * # 
— 
= — v % 


hy days dad now elapbed since the re- 
e653 nd keis greer went PBG eo 
BE de efitifely” finiched, Without any det of e 
WO Violante having been obnimnitted,” which | 
wWes'confined in a pleagant villa called Rob. 
_*thak,six leagues distant from Peteraburgh. 
on dhe road he had requested to have se 
derls, of 'whithhe constructed u Kind ef 
weit, aying at che Same Linne, « I chall ser 
End other while I ve.“ On his ar 
„ try had made att 
dme bis violin, his dog; and his negro. 
wu the'coſdicts Were astorshed dt What 
due hu done; they cel not imsgibe by 
at enchiantment it was that they had 
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TIM crown on the head of a female German, 


The greater part of them, without design 


and without any idea, had been; hurried 
along by the movements of theix;compar 
nions; and each of them, shripking back 
into his OWn littleness, after the pleasure of 
disposing of a crown had evaporated, retain- 
ed no feeling but that of remorse. The si- 
lors, who had nat been in the least degree 
| concerned i in the insurrection, qpenly re- 
proached the guards, i in the pubhe houses, 
With haying sold their Emperor for beer. 
Pity, which pleads the cause of the worst 
of. criminals, made its voice to be heard in 
every heart. One night a troop. of sol- 
diers, attached to the Empress, assembled 
in a riotous manner, through a false alarm, 
OWEN 6. that their mother was in 
F da It was necessary ta awake 
c ber, th they might have a sight of ber. 
be s fullomivg: night, another tumult argse, = 
ey X 2 „„ 


Cm» | 
* still more TN 8⁰ long as the life of 


Ee the Emperor” left'a 'pretext for disquie ietude, 


At” vas believed that there” could be nc 
tranquility. FF 21) vd Aal, 
One of the counts Orlof n from the 
det day, this. title had been given them, 
5 that same soldier, nicknamed the Balafre, | 
95 who! had suppressed che billet of the Prin- 
cess D Aschekof, and one named ＋ eplof, 
who had risen from the meanest employ- 
ments, by' a singular art of destroying his 
| rivals; presented them Selv ves together before 


5 _ this unhappy prince: they announced to 


| him, on their entrance, that they were come 
-, to dine with him, and, according to the 
| custom in *Russia, glasses of brandy were 
brojp ght in before the repast. That which 
the Emperor drank, Was a glass of poison. 


Whether it was that they were in haste to 


5 carry the news of their own exploit, or 
1 whether the "AE: Horribility. of the deed. 
FE l | | 15 5 £ : | prompted 
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prompted: them to hurry it to a conclu- 
sion, a moment aſter they poured: out for 
him a second glass. Already his entrails 
uoere on fire, and the atrocity of their pby- 
sionomies exciting his suspicion, he re- 
fused this glass: they employed violenug 
to force it down his throat, and he, in re- 
pelling them. In this dreadful struggle. 
in order to stifle his eries, which now be- 
gan to be heard at à distance, they threw | 
themselves upon him, seized him by the 
throat, and threw him down; but as he 
defended himself with all the strength 
Which the last despair communicates, and 
as they avoided giving him any wound, 
| beginning to be afraid on their own ac- 
count, they called to their assistance two 
officers who had the charge of. his person, 
and who were at that moment without, at 


the gate of his prison. One of these was 
. yu gest of the * eie and 


- about Seventeen, They Wee 
1 mach zeal 1 in the conspiracy, that notwith» 
| standing their extreme youth, they had 

been entrusted with the command of this 

„ guard. They ran in, and three of these 

murderers bound a napkin tight round 

| the neck ; of the unfortunate Emperor, 
whilst Orlof, with his two knees, pressed 
upon his breast and stopped his breath, in 
this manner they strangled him, and he 
” remained lifeless in their hand. 80 | 
It is not known with any certainty, what 
Share the Empress had in accomplishing 
This eyent ;; but it is an undoubted fact, 
that the same day on which it happened, 
es this Princess was sitting down to dinner 
with a great deal of gaiety, that same Orlof 
entered, with his hair all dishevelled, co- 
vered with sweat and dust, his clothes 8 
dom, his Phyionomy agitated, and filled 
: att * 555 vith a 


1 


1 


with horror and precipitation. On bis en: 


trance, his . glaring and disturbed eyes 


sought those of the Empress. She arose 


in silence, and went into a closet whither 


de ſollowell her, e Gown moments after- 
| * * Count Panin to be 


minister; she informed him that 8 


peror was dead, and consulted bim en the 


manner in which this death should be an- 
moancbd to the public. Panin advised her 
to let one night pass, and to publish the 
ves of it the next day, es if it had been 
'Tecerved- during the night-time. - Having 
agreed to follow this advice, the Empress 
re entered with the same - countenance, 
and continued ber dinner with the same 

gaiety. The next day, when it was re- 

ported that Peter was dead in consequence 

ef a hemorrhoidal colie, che appeared | 
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| bathed i in ITS publighed her grief by | 
im ediet. Bein Air. . Big ECB 

The Body was: carried back” to Peters 
ee exposed there. The face was 


black, and the neck torn. In spite of these 


horrible marks, in order to lull asleep those 
emotions which were beginning to cause 
alarm, and to prevent the possibility of any 
impostor, on à future day, disturbing the 


N empire under his name, it was left for three 


days exposed to all: the; people; habited 
simply in the dress of a Holsteinese officer. 
His soldiers, now become free, but all of 
them disarmed, mingled themselves among 
this crowd, and. on beholding their sove- 
reign, heir air was expressive of pity, of 
Contempt, and a kind of regrot! mixed with 
-shame. . 


"In e were We dibely e em- 
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: country; but, to complete their cruel des- 


tiny, almost all of those unhappy wretches 
- perished in a storm. A few of them had 


saved themselves from the wreck, on the 


rocks adjoining to the sea - coast; but were 
there swept away by the billows, while the 


commandant of Cronstadt was sending to | 
. Petersburgh, to ask permission to give 8 


thema ne. 
The een was in haste to cause * 
f the relations of the deceaged Emperor to 


depart for Holstein; but sbe sent them 


back with honour, and even gave the 
government of that dutchy to Prince 
George. Biren, who had ceded to this 
Prince his rights to the dutchy of Cour- 


land, saw himself, by this removal, re-esta- 


blished in his pretensions; and the Em- 
press, wiſhing to destroy the then reigning 


Prince, that she might exercise the sole 


dominion over it, and that she might have 


* : e 
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no obstacle to her projects upon Poland, 


not knowing what to do with such a man 
at her court as Biren, she sent him back to 
assume the government in that sovereign- 
ty. On hearing the news of the revolu- 
tion, Poniatouski, believing her to be now 
at liberty, was going to fly and present ; 
hitnibelf before her; but, restrained by more 
prudent considerations, he advanced no 
farther than the frontiers, where he re- 
mained, expecting every moment permis- 


sion to repair to Petersburgh. He had, 


ever since his departure, given proofs of a 
passion the most constant. We might ad- 
duce à singular instance of the ardor of his 
attachment. This young man, having left 
Russia with precipitstion, had it not in his 
power, ina country where the arts are sos 
little cultivated, to procure a portrait of his 


mistress, but was able, from memory, and, 
if T may so express myself, by dictating to 


the 


* 
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the artist, to procure a painting which bore 

a perſect resemblance to her. She always 
knew, by flattering his passion, how to keep 
him at a distance; and, in a short time, 

she employed the Russian armies, who are 
desirous on all occasions to sojourn in Po- 
land, to give him the crown, of that king: 
dom. She engaged the Prince d' Anhalt 8 
5 Zerbst, her brother, not to serve under any 

power: but she did not allow him to come. 

to her court, avoiding, with extreme atten- 
tion, SIXT) thing which could recal to the 
minds af the Russians that She was a ſo- 
reigner, and excite an apprehension of their 
falling back under the German yoke. 
Every Sovereign hastened to acknowledge 
ber: one excepted, | the Emperor of China, 
who has vast frontiers in common with Rus- 
sia: he refused to receive her ambassadors, 

and conveyed to her this determination, 
that he would have with ber neither alli- 
9 x ance, 


| ance, nor commerce, nor 665 communica- 
* Whatever . | 
One of her first concerns was to recal 
the ald chancellor Bestuchef, who, then 
taking honour to himself from his very ex- 
ile, filled the whole court with portraits of 
E bimself in his habit of disgrace. She pu- 
/ nished, but not rigorously, the Frenchman 
Blressan, who had warned the Emperor of 


bis danger; she permitted bim to retain 


- His fortune, and appeared only to satisfy 
the jealousy of the courtiers by depriving 
bim of the ribbon of the third order of the 
Empire. She was not slow in giving 
Count Schouvalof to understand that he 
must disappear, and, with a barbarous plea- 
gantry, she ordered to present to this fa- 
yvorite of the deceased Empress, an old ne- 
| gro buffoon, a favorite of the late Emperor. 
Aſter having begun to co-entablich order in 


Kren n; of the state, she went to 
Moscow 


( 173 ) 
Moscow to be consecrated in the chapel of - 
the ancient Czars. That capital beheld 
her without earnestness and. without Joy. 
When she passed through the streets, the 
people retired, but her son was always sur- 
; rounded. by a crowd. There were even 
conspiracies formed against her. Of these 
the Piedmontese Odart was the discoverer: 
he betrayed all his ancient friends, who al- 
ready dissatisfied with the Empress, had 
entered into the new plots; the only re- 
compense he demanded was money. To 
all the propositions which the Empress 
made to him of raising him to dignities, his 
uniform reply was, 88 Madam, give me mo- 
* ney, and, when he had obtained i it, he | 
returned to his own. country. 88 
She recalled to court, after six ——_ | 
had passed, the same Goudowitz, who had 
manifested so strong an attachment to the 
Pinpervr, and he saw bis fidelity recom- 
pensed 


0 20 


| pensed by the advances of. the handsomest 
dar e es be the ſon} 


Worgnsof,, ber unworthy riyal, per 
to come to Moscow, and live 1 her 
| family, where she found her sister the Prin- 
cess d' Aschekof, with whom all that re- 
mained of an exploit 80 brilliant was A 
4 Pregnancy, 2 sullen indignation, and a me- 
lancholy knowledge of mankind. |... 

The whole security of this reign een 
to be confided to tbe hands of the  Orlofs 
alone. „be favorite Son undermined the 


PE grand. master of artillery, Villebois, and ob- 


tained for himself that place and the regi- 
ment. The Balafrs remained in a regi- 
ment of guards, with 2 commanding influ- 
ence over the whole gorps; and a third bro». 
ther got the first place in the senate. 1 
bloody catastrophe heving terminated the 
days of the unſortunate Ivan, the Empress 
bad no dread of \ being, supplanted in the 

throne 


( 6 
throne, except by her own son, against 
whom she appeared to have rendered her- 
self perfectly secure, by confiding the prin- 
cipal administration of affairs to Count Pa- 
nin, who had always been entrusted with 
the education of the young Prince. The 


credit of this minister, serving as a counter- 
| poise, to the power of Orlof, the court was 
divided into two parties, the remains of 
two conspiracies; and the Empress, be- 

tween De two parties, ruled, of herself, 
with so much glory, that the fame of her 
administration attracted from Europe and 
Asia a numẽrous 1 into rb states. 
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as a preface to this history. See page v. 
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T LETTER SECOND, 


LE THE) 


co UNTESS D' E GMO NT. 


MADAM, 


JOME persons bare started Pale wag re- 


spec ting the authenticity of this histo- 
ry. This is the only kind of criticism 
which the historian feels it his duty to re- 


ute; and I conceive it to be incumbent on 
me to justify, in your eyes, the protection 


which you have afforded to my work. 
Permit me, Madam, to recal a ſew facts 


to your remembrance. When it was first 
noised abroad, that such a work was in ex- 


istence, several individuals, who carried on 


a correspondence with the Russian Em- 


„The first Letter to the Countess 4 Egmont serves 


Press, 
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press, were alarmed for ale reputation. 
Jou well know the measures which they 
pursued; and, when they perceived that 
all the offers which they made me, and 
; Which became every day more considera- 
ble, were of no avail, one of them imagined 
that by making use of your authority, he | 
should obtain his end; I can say, in full 
confidence, with the friend of Gracchus; 
be? ee had spoken the word, I had obey- 
ed.“ What is the result of all their at- 
e The assurance which you possess 
of having in your own hands the deposi- 
tion of a witness who is incorruptible. 
For you alone, Madam, this work was 
. ; none of those weighty motives 
which can engage a man of intrepidity to 
publish anecdotes generally unknown, ac- 
tuated me to assume the pen ; and still 
less, an indiscreet zeal for truth, no partia- 
Uty, no intrigue of any kind. I could 
ME REES _ 


| 


| fry ® 3 | 
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"have, without-the imputation l 
and without remorse, aactificed it to my 
personal security, had I conceived that se- 


curity endangered; but I felt an invinbible 


reluctance to sacrifice it to any other inte- 
rest whatever. With horror I have beheld | 
the laurels 3 on hs brow of a2 
ins Prinees of tis day echt, his silence. 
Seduction is not easily discouraged; she 


„ imagined that the vanity of an author was 


a stronger passion in my breast than that 


me by these two passioris united. It insi- 


nuated the possibility of publishing my 
manuscript with the alteration of à few 
facts, or even of permitting them to be al- 
tered without my making any complaint. 
| Indignation dictated my reply, and I broke 
off all connection with emissaries who 
Could make such a proposition. You, 
7 - ever a. Madam, 


- 
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Madam, and; the Count 8 are 
well acquainted with all these circum- 
stances. What have those persons, who 
endeavour to persuade the world that the 
whole of this narrative is a fiction, to op- 
pose to this? Would a man, capable of in- 
venting, or falsifying at will, the aneo- 
dotes related in this history, conduct him- 
self as I have done? And bas my conduet 
no other principle, but the partiality of a 
writer of romanoes, for the creatures of his | 
own imagination? „„ 3 
The reading ue ee note eee Sf 
the uneasiness which the first report of it's 
existence had occasioned. The extreme | 
impartiality which pervades the narration, 
proved a singular advantage to me. The 
Partisan ol the Russian Empress, and those 
who do not regard this Princess in $0. very 
nn a point of view, have equally 


govered in the recital, fresh motives to 
9 22 confirm 
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ng cbetif irr cke options 's 
bad adopted; and I have had as adve 
wich dhe 8 some 'of ber most 


5 decided partisans. eee ess bn 
But let us examine the ertticisme ms on 


* 


| ih" my accugation is founded.” The 
| following is one which has been most 
quentiy repeated; the proverbial e 
siong What had to we do irt this galle) 
is, tkey allege, pleatantt purely French, 
| and could never have been found in com- 
1 mon use among the Russian ladies. "By 
© this sagacious s observation, &-atithors of 


| it have only displayed their ignorande both 
'of Russia and of the manners of the peop 
of that country; since it is e vident, they 
know wet that” our dramatic pieces are 


w 


ev „ 


Poteburgh, and even inthe French . 
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ery day derten ed on the theatres%of 


7 


cm) 


serves 10 let characters and manners; 
but there is another in which J have in- 
dulged myself respeeting the suspected 
connections of Count Poniatouski; and I 
frankly own, that on the first glance this 
125 appears to savour much more of the his- 
2 torian than of the history; it may be al- 
leged, that in this instance I have chosen 

| Petronius for a model, rather than Tacitus; 
vou yourself have declared against this 
stroke of playsomeness. . however will 
presume to justify it, in opposition even to 
7 you, on introdueing that young Polonese ; 
on the stage. In order to shed a degree 
of lustre on the recital of a love affair, and 


to keep up the attention of the reader, it 


Vas necessary to announce that a crown 
vus to become the price of this adventure. 
But the high elevation which Count Poni. 
atouski actually attained, would have in- 
$569 the loftiest idea of him; it would 

2 85 bare 


2 


in bis natural 1 


? 


4 12 )  - 
| havs mixed an expectation for the 9equelof 


| themart@ive, of an interest which should 


preatest A advantages of the familiar | style 


ing. on this oecagion; — 5 
pleasantry, i in order to leave that personage 
werity, at the same time 
that E was PIN all the. importance 
of thismarpation. .. „ 1 hr 
I might discuss ne which haye 
induced a fe individuals to exert; them- 
selves to render this history suspected; 1 
could make it appear, that the most dan- 
gerous of my eritics, Lay the most dange- 
tous, because he was the most powerful, 
knew nothing of Russia, nor of the Rus- 


tian, nor even of my performance itself. — 


Above all, 3 might, in imitation of every 
— ancient. hixtorian, mie that. & uy 
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tate to publish bis name to the . has 
an incontestable right to be considered as 
an authority, when he relates events 9 
wich he w.as an eye-witness, and the par- 
a ticulars of which he collected on the very 
spot where they took place. But if more 
authorities are still called for, the number £ 
would only embarrass m:. 
In fact, among the frequent readings of 
this narrative whieh I have been obliged to 
give, all those which were attended by per- 
sons intimately acquainted with the events; 
80 far from discovering the slightest dispo- 
sition to contradict me, have Wann me 
ch fresh authorities 
I need not remind yoti; Madam, of ral 
te read it in your presence to the 
Duke de Choiseul, à man who had the 
most accurate information of every event . 
which passed in Europe during the perior 


10 5 and to the Baron * 


S - 
* 4 * * 


Breteu il, 


claration Wich 1 I have. aa, in a wel, 
whe is thoroughly acquainted with every 
person and e fact mentioned in my 
performs DEE. + 500 2 ; 

J Tocallin the ry: of the Ws of 
| Sweden on the subject of a revolution, 
would be to quote the authority of a mas- 
ters, he is much. more versant in matters of 
4h kind, than all my critics put together. 
But what is more essential to the proofs 
which I wish to discuss, the decease King, 
his ſather, had been the preceptor of Pet 


III, and afterwards was indebted to him 


- for his crown; 3 the Court of Sweden was 
_ the only or e which had ge YEnNeros! 


osity enough 
to go into mourning on the death of that 
unſortunate Emperor. A union, cemented 
b e of gratitude, and of political in- 


1619! 46 J / : terest 
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erest had: rendered him} pe 
8 tive to that event. This Prince, who dur- 
| ing his residence at Paris, connected bim 
self with : you, Madam, in a friendship. which 
does equal honoy 


r to you both, told me in 
the presence of the Count de Breutz, Who 


18 at this day his ambassador at the Court, - 75 


of France, and of the Count de Lewen - 
haup, field-marshal ; in the French service, 
that the relation transmitted to the Swedish, 
"ag Senate, was strictly conformable to my,nar- 
rative. He informed me, that the King, 
his father, had chosen as the most proper | 


persons to superintend the education of 


Peter III, the two virtuous individuals of 
| | whom. I have made mention. In addition 
to this, he said, that while. his education 
was going forward, there was not the 
| slightest probability, that Peter was ever to 
be called to the throne of the Russian em- 

6 pire ;/ that the, House of Holstein expected 


\ ” "3s Fl 


b 1 larly, atten. 


* ro 


wt 
f; 


* 4 e 05 bim Sead the throne of! Sweden, 15 


| mn Selb ny 1 his be- | 
0 half with the greater facility, bis educn-⸗ 
ns thin had received & republican alt. "This 
hich 1 have veldted: respedting the edu 

on of the Czar, and the manner in 


i - which" weste u epi ch ; 
8 nter 50 Uhabecuntable. ee 


In the whole compass 8 we are 
pee with only one character which 
bears any similarity to his. It is that of 

+ | Abtioetius Epiphanis, who, on some ot. 
Seu ons, appearing to lose sight of the abso- 


2 


Kits authority which he possessed, went 
about the streets and public squares ot 
oeh, scheting the suffrages of the 


3 rs of the people, to be elevated to 
| lomepety mat $traey, and who afterwards 
; 2 : „ * 2. 8 cauſed 
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—— to. be brought, int 1 
the publie market places, from whence be 
achusted the differences of the meanest of . 
- the populace., According to bistorians, he 
| blended the most umptuous magnificence, 6 
With the lowest arts of popularity; f un- op 
daunted brayery, poggessing talents far war, 
and a knowledge; of the arts, he continually PT 
__progtituted bis talents, his kno ledge, —_— 3 
rank, and his dignity sometimes in Shops, 
in forges, in Work houses, sometimes min- 
ig in the most eontemptible amusg- 
ments, in which he delighted 10 make a FR 
spectacle of himself, in the midst of pomp, 
the most extravagant. He assumed by | ; 
turns, the manners and the personage of cs 
all conditions, and of all chargeters, 50 that — 
neither he himself, nor gn other person i 
"_ knew what manner of man he wass. 
It is somewhat remarkable, that this 8in- © Oo 3 
= character may be explained precix 
1 Aa 2 5 


e ) 


8 


| 
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in the sam ande in e Tic dg- 
bolded th th: that of Peter II. un 


able;"that during the time 


* 


he passed ii these two Rep blies, he had 
_ acquired that habit of equality, that ambi- 


| Dang: Supa by a personal | 


merit? Impressions received in his youth, 


kept up on weak mind; but of lively and 
easy conception, had produced that ridi- 


culous see of reason, of talents, and 


of eee Jagen wont . 
0 Both Antiochus Epiphanis, and the Czar, 


— III, bad received an education far 


"460" enlarged for their genius; this is not 
the calamity to which princes are com- 
a exposed in their infancy- It. ap- 

to me to be an undoubted act/that 


6 } * * 4 
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the contradiction. apparent in every cha- 'F 
' racter, might be thus explained, provided 
you could discover among the generality of 
- mankind, the circumstances which pro- 
duced the liveliest impressions on 1 * 
"Hm in their younger years. 117555 
But I return to the new textimonies, | 
which I can easily adduce in support of the 
truth of my relation. The Count de Viel- 
horski, whom we see at the present mo- 
ment, discharging in France with so much © 
eal and sagacity, the difficult office of — 
Envoy from the Polish Confederacy, was 
4 present when this narrative was read to | 
his Royal Highness Prince Charles f 
Saxony, Duke of Courland. . This Prince 
had a personal interest in being accurately 
informed respecting the intrigues of the 
Court of Russia. His crown depended 
upon it, as the event has demonstrated. 
He was in Peron at Petershoff, on the 


very 


9 8 
ver night that Poter 1 III eurpriced.- Ponids = 
tonski, on the point of entering the apart · 
ment of the Grand Dutchess, On the same 
day, he dlged with the husband and wiſe 
aſter their-recaneiliation, and he bas in the 
most positive manner attested the truth of | 
this: aneedote, and of every other whieh has ; 
: n e in W bn of . ue. 
| 1 TY de 3 ah een 
to this aneedote, and I acknowledge it with 7 


ie utmost frankness, a considerable 1 


ation in another recital, I have it from 
- 8 gentleman who pretends to / have played 
380 important part in that scene. The Per- 

of n 1 mean, is Count Brancki, the friend, 

| defender ol the King of 


5 : had Aegording to his aecount, the 5 


Grand Duke's resentment was not easily 
touski, the Grand Duke not only persisted 


E : : 5 2 þ cy . 
* a 31 5 n : 5 "ho — ; In 
33 : . | - 5 , 


5 125 491 )) 

. in his determination to have him damissed 
from that court with infamy, but resolved 
on dissolving his marriage with the Grand 
| Dutchess, and on having her shut up in a 

econvent. He had 3 to a mall 
house fear Oranienbaum, and kept close 
ptisoner. The sentinels placed around it, 
had orders to suffer no one to approach „ 
except 4 certain number of courtiers, en- 


tirely devoted to the Grand Duke, This 


ö 


Prinoe, jealous and irritated, was 1n that | 


house, and breathed —_— but ven- 
„ane 


Count Braneki, as he himoelf * un- 


perpetual rixalship, in the career of 8octal 


competition, had openly embroiled. him in 


Foland with Count Poniatouski. They 
behavetl to ench vther at Potersburgh, with 
extreme woldness. Brancki had come to 
iber court, in the ite or Rane Charles; 


3 to save the Grand Dutchess. 8. 


egi and 
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1 e this was a new ground of alienation 
between those two Polish young men, as 5 
Prince Charles Was doing his utmost to 
procure the recal of Count Poniatouski, 
Whose intrigues were giving uneasiness " ; : 
the house of Saxony. Brancki, however, OR 
+ by xy did not feel himself bound to second the 
i uneasiness of that house, in opposition to ; | 54 
the fortune of a young gentleman, his fel- Xx : | 
lou citizen and his equal; but habituated ; 8 
from childhood, to be the rival of Ponia- 
| touski, be endeavoured t to render himself 5 
* more agreeable to the. Grand Dutchess "6 
. than the other was. He was in hopes of : 
TY 7: Finding opportunities to this purpose, by 
. assiduously paying court to the Grand "te 
Duke. He entertained that prince on hi- 
-favourite- subjects, sieges, battles, mili- | 
tary, plans. A eingle campaign, Which his 
3 "youth had permitted him to serve: quali- f 
ſied him to rea: on upon it with sufficient 
. b | pm | Intelligence, 5 
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intelligence, for the eapacity of the Grand: 


Duke, who frequently carried him to his 
little fortress, drilled the men in his pre- 


bi Sence, and consulted him respecting all his 
military projects. Brancki, on being in- 


formed of what had passed at Petershoff; | 


and of the dangers to which the Grand 
 Dutchess was exposed, went in quest of 
Poniatouski. On his escape from this un- 


fortunate rencounter, he had returned to p 


Petersburgh, he there waited, in the ut- 
most consternation, the disposal of his des- 
tiny, without taking any step whatever. 


Brancki advised him to begin with writing 


to the Grand Duke's mistress; and this 


letter being written, the effect of which 


was intended to be a favourable impres- 
sion on the mind of the Grand Duke him- 
self, he proposed to conduct him to the 

presence of that prince, at the pavilion in 

which the Grand Dutchess was guarded. 
It was a bold undertaking, and the teme- 
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rity py Bran oki prevailed o over the timid. 
| circumspection of his fortunate. rival. The 
two young Polonese, then, pursue together 
circuitous paths. On coming near the pa- 
_ vilion; 'Poniatouski Temained concealed'i in 
the. thipkest of the wood. Brancki ad- 
vances alone, resolved, let the consequences 
be what it might, to present himself sud- 
5 denly to the eyes of the Grand Du 
5 without being announced, and determined | 
to kill, were it necessary, any sentinel who 
should endeavour to oppose his passage. 
He was more fortunate, and appeared un- | 
 expectedly, as he wished, in the Grand 
Dake's presence. This prince, in asto- 
nishment, demands how he had got thi- 
ther. By a stratagem of war, replies 
N Brancki and immediately falls a relating 1 
to him the pretended artifioes which he had 
employed to elude the sentinels. His dis- 
| course and his audacity charmed the Grand 
Duke; and Brandki, after having com- 
| pletely 


r N 


(i). 


5 pletely W himself into his _- 
- graces, by such kind of conversation, ſeized 
the favourable moment of representing to 
him, how unjust it would be to ruin the 
Grand Dutchess, for the folly of a young ; 
man, who, perhaps, was in love with her, ; 
without any return of affection on her 
part: in a word, he wound him up to such 
a pitch, as to make him send for Ponia- 
touski, and engaged him to conduct the 
culprit to the apartment of the Grand 
| Dutchess, to intreat her forgiveness of his 
foolish attempt of the preceding night. 
Brancki adds, that he himself had, not 
long after, an interview with the Grand 
Dutchess. He told her: that it was not 
Count Poniatouski hot he meant to 
serve, but herself alone, and from a sen- 
« timent very opposite to any design oh; 
9 serving Poniatouski. .“ He addressed 
her, on that occasion, in a a high strain of 
| . and passion, which were neither 
| Fs. Bb2 accepted 
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| | acorpted nor. rejected ; and . considers 


that adventure, as the source of the high 


the calamities of his country, and which 


- We 2252 5 nothing chort of a 


- This detail, kick 1 have immediately 


: from Count/ Brancki, on the supposition of 


its being most conformable to truth, if ex- 


atmined with attention; does not contradict 
that which 1 have given, on the authority | 


of eye-witnesses, of the confidants of the 
Empress, of the account given by the fa- 
vourite who, at that time, governed the 
empire. Peter was not a man to persevere 
long in che same resolution. It is ex- 
tremely possible, that, after having pro- 


mised to repair the explosion which his 
: jealousy and his anger had, in the first 


transports, given to- this adventure, he 


should still have felt returning fits of 4 in- 
14 Nen und desires of vengeance; : * 


0 


5 whoes,is/the 11 who; in such a renbSun⸗ 
ter, could have been proof against those 
alternatives? The acknowledgment which 
the Grand-Dutchess made to her husband, 


in my relation, is assuredly consistent with 


the character of that Princess. The turn 


vhich Brancki assumes, in speaking to that 
Prince, is not ſo, and ought not to be 80. 
I could cheerfully appeal, on this particu- 
1 to all those whom the chances of social 

life may have thrown into similar W 
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know not what — 


be disposed to lay on the testimony of the 
Piedmontese Odart. I will not even con- 


ceal, that this Piedmontese, having return- 


ed to his native country, accordirig to his 
declared intention, was, not lon g ago, 
struck dead by lightning. But before his 
death, the Chevalier d' Aris, of the Academy 
of Sciences, and M. de Trudaine, had met 
him in the city of Nice, which he had 
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. 
down for the 3 of his retreat; and i 
we must speak of him, conformably to his 
own opinions, his conduct was then as ho- 
nourable as his fortune. 5 Both of these 
gentlemen . had a distinct recollection of 
this history, and Odart's account of the 
matter, completely confirmed. to them the | 
en og the whole. das of Nin ei cnt: 
Some persons, it is true, who were ac- 
en with the Princess d' Aschekof, 
when on her travels, did not distinguish in 


her the young Princess who had interested 


them, in hearing my narrative. I entreat 


at the age of eighteen, and that I myself 
have announced, before I conclude, the 
change which her disgrace produced upon 
her. She feels already, if I may use the 
Gproggion „that melanchol 7 undeception, 

vhich is the ordinary fruit of a tardy expe- 
nge She has lost, at an age so tender, 


al the ness. s of. are of friendſhip, 
* e and 


TE 8 FU 100 * N | 
and of ry: Hurniliation has _-- 
that ardent and generous character, which 

prompted her to sacrifice her family, * 6 

inspired her with enthusiasm and eredulity, 

which, in her first emotions of dissatisfac- 
tion with the Empress, drew from her this 
open declaration: I thought I was act- 

«ing right, but I deceived r 5 Tue | 
and the frightful | sentiment of the Slavery 

to which she is subjected, have soured her 

5 temper, without her daring henceforth to 

wear the appearance of discontent. This 

is her picture at the moment I am writing. 

She still retains the same ardor of spirit 

which carried her to the barracks, which 

made her assume a man s dress, and march 
at the head of an army. J have no where 
| spoken of her beauty, Her age, and she 

then possessed all the lustre of it, supplied 5 
the place of beauty, at the time I have 
painted her. # 
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0 a letter, already too long : but it will be 


impossible for any thing to convince 


who are not copvinced: by- What Kane been 


. 


said; and I believe I have sufficiently 3 
_ tified; in your eyes, a work entire] 


ceived under your 'auspices. 
7 With = most 82 respect, 


* 


5 EY 7 / . 4# * 
5 Your most humble = 4 
i. 
A ont obedi Servant 
| 7 a ; obedient ryant, 7 
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